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FBI agents at Raja Jewelers 
at 820 Newark Ave. in Jersey 
City on Tuesday, Feb. 5, 2013. 

(AP Photo/Reena Sibayan) 

$200M SCAM 

KATIE ZEZIMA 
Associated Press 
NEWARK, New Jersey (AP) 

— Eighteen people were 
charged in what may be 
one of the largest credit 
card fraud rings in the U.S., 
a sprawling international 
scam that duped credit¬ 
rating agencies and used 
thousands of fake identi¬ 
ties to steal at least $200 
million, federal authorities 
said Tuesday. 

The elaborate scheme 
involved improving fake 
cardholders’ credit scores, 
allowing the scammers to 
borrow more money that 
they never repaid, investi¬ 
gators said. 

“The accused availed 
themselves of a virtual 
cafeteria of sophisticat¬ 
ed frauds and schemes, 
whose main menu items 
were greed and deceit,” 
said David Velazquez, as¬ 
sistant special agent in 
charge of the FBI’s Newark 
field office. 

Paul Fishman, the U.S. at¬ 
torney in Newark, de¬ 
scribed an intricate Jersey 
City-based con that be¬ 
gan in 2007, operated in 
at least 28 states and wired 
money to Pakistan, India, 
the United Arab Emirates, 
Canada, Romania, China 
and Japan. 


Continued on Page 2 
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President Barack Obama gestures 
as speaks in the James Brady Press 
Briefing Room at the White House in 
Washington, Tuesday, Feb. 5, 2013. 

(AP Photo/Pablo Monsivais) 
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Hollande warns Britain about its demands on EU 


JAMES KANTER 
© 2013 New York Times 
News Service 

BRUSSELS - President Fran¬ 
cois Hollande of France 
told the European Par¬ 
liament on Tuesday that 
countries like Britain were 
on a dangerous path that 
other members of the Euro¬ 
pean Union might not ac¬ 
cept and suggested that 
their demands could even 
jeopardize the bloc. 

The Union, said Hollande, is 
more than a marketplace, 
as the British sometimes 
see it, and he said France 
would oppose British pro¬ 
posals for deep cuts to the 
bloc's communal budget 
at a summit meeting this 
week. 

Making his first appear¬ 
ance as French head of 
state at the Parliament, 
in Strasbourg, Hollande 
sketched a vision of the 
Union’s future that is radi¬ 
cally different than that of 
David Cameron, the Brit¬ 
ish prime minister, who said 
last month that his coun¬ 
try wanted to continue its 



French president Francois Hollande delivers his speech at 
the European Parliament Tuesday, Feb. 5, 2013, in Strasbourg, 
eastern France. 

(AP Photo/Christian Lutz) 


free-trade relationship with 
the bloc - but shield it from 
Union rules in areas like fi¬ 
nance and justice. 
Hollande did not identify 
Britain or Cameron during 
his speech. 

But Hollande said an “a la 
carte" approach to Europe 
was wrong in what was a 
thinly veiled reference to 
the position of the British 
leader, who last month de¬ 
manded changes to the 
Union’s treaty and prom¬ 
ised a British referendum 
on whether to remain in¬ 
side the bloc. Instead, Hol¬ 
lande pleaded for a less 
confrontational approach 
from discontented mem¬ 
bers like Britain. 

“A Europe with differenc¬ 
es,” he said, “is a Europe 
where states - not always 
the same ones - decide 
to go ahead, take on new 
projects, unblock funds, 
harmonize their policies 
and to go beyond the 
base of common compe¬ 
tences that we've created 
and that must remain in¬ 
tact." 


18 charged in $200M global credit card fraud 


Continued from front 

The group used at least 
7,000 fake identities to 
obtain more than 25,000 
credit cards, Fishman said. 
He said investigators docu¬ 
mented $200 million in loss¬ 
es, but the figure could rise. 


“Through their greed and 
arrogance,” Fishman said, 
the people arrested harm 
credit card companies, 
consumers and “the rest of 
us who have to deal with 
increased interest rates 
and fees because of the 
money sucked out of the 


system by criminals.” 
Participants in the scam set 
up more than 1,800 mailing 
addresses, creating fake 
utility bills and other docu¬ 
ments to provide credit 
card companies with what 
appeared to be legitimate 
addresses, investigators 



FBI agents enter Raja Jewelers at 820 Newark Ave. in Jersey City on Tuesday, Feb. 5, 2013, 
investigating an international credit card fraud ring. 

(AP Photo/Reena Rose Sibayan) 


said. Once they obtained 
the cards, they started 
making small charges and 
paying off the cards to 
raise their credit limits, au¬ 
thorities said. 

They then sent fake reports 
to credit-rating agencies, 
making it appear that 
cardholders had paid off 
debts, setting the stage for 
sterling credit ratings and 
high credit limits, investi¬ 
gators said. Fishman said 
once the credit limits were 
raised, participants would 
take out a loan or max out 
the credit card and not re¬ 
pay the debts. 

The group also created 
at least 80 sham business¬ 
es that accepted credit 
card payments, Fishman 
said. The group would run 
the fraudulently obtained 
credit cards through the 
machines, keeping the 
money, he said. 

The scheme funded a lav¬ 
ish lifestyle for the accused, 
including spa treatments, 
electronics, luxury cars and 
millions of dollars of gold, 
Fishman said. □ 


Hollande also warned in his 
speech that Europe faced 
“no longer the risk of indif¬ 
ference, but detachment, 
even a split.” 

In a news conference later, 
Hollande said that Camer¬ 
on had the sovereign right 
to call a referendum on 
membership but that the 
British leader had a differ¬ 
ent vision of Europe. 

“My conception of Europe 
is not to call into question 
the gains” derived from 
membership in the Union 
but to emphasize the 
“construction of Europe," 
Hollande said. 

The next major challenge 
for the Union - and for re¬ 
lations between big mem¬ 
bers like France and Britain 
- gets under way Thursday 
when the Union’s 27 lead¬ 
ers gather in Brussels for a 
two-day summit meeting 
that is aimed at deliver¬ 
ing a seven-year budget 
worth about 1 trillion euros, 
or $1.36 trillion, for the pe¬ 
riod stretching from 2014 to 
2020. 

A failure to reach a deal 
would be an embarrass¬ 
ment for the Union, which 
already spent much of 
the past two years in sum¬ 
mit meeting after summit 
meeting seeking to keep 
the euro currency union 
intact. 

The previous attempt in 
November failed after net 
contributor countries like 
Britain, Germany and Swe¬ 
den were at loggerheads 
with net recipient countries 
like Poland, Lithuania and 
Spain over the size of the 
budget. 

A failure to reach a deal 
this week could also make 
it hard to agree until 2015 
on a long-term budget, af¬ 
ter elections in Germany in 
September and in 2014 for 
the European Parliament, 
whose approval is also re¬ 
quired for the plan. 
Hollande said he was pre¬ 
pared to compromise to 
reach a deal this week. 
But he staunchly defended 
farm subsidies cherished 
by French growers and 
warned that cutting too 
deeply into other areas, 
like infrastructure funds, 
would jeopardize growth 
and face stiff opposition 
from other countries. □ 
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House GOP looks at immigration options 


Obama to visit 
Israel, first time 
as US president 

JOSH LEDERMAN 
Associated Press 
WASHINGTON (AP) — Pres¬ 
ident Barack Obama will 
go to Israel in the spring, 
the White House said Tues¬ 
day, marking his first visit to 
the U.S. ally since becom¬ 
ing president. While in the 
region, Obama will travel 
to the West Bank and Jor¬ 
dan. 

Obama and Israeli Prime 
Minister Benjamin Netan¬ 
yahu discussed the visit 
to Israel in late January, 
when Obama congratu¬ 
lated Netanyahu on his 
success in Israel’s recent 
election. 

The White House has not 
released the date of 
Obama’s trip or details 
about Obama’s itiner¬ 
ary, but Israel's Channel 
10 reported that the trip 
had been scheduled for 
March 20. 

“The start of the presi¬ 
dent's second term and 
the formation of a new 
Israeli government offer 
the opportunity to reaf¬ 
firm the deep and endur¬ 
ing bonds between the 
United States and Israel 
and to discuss the way 
forward on a broad range 
of issues of mutual con¬ 
cern, including Iran and 
Syria,” said National Se¬ 
curity Council Spokesman 
Tommy Vietor. 

White House spokesman 
Jay Carney said Obama 
would work closely with 
Palestinian Authority and 
Jordanian officials on re¬ 
gional issues during his visif 
to Jordan and the West 
Bank. Obama’s trip to 
Israel, coming shortly af¬ 
ter the start of his second 
term, could offer an op¬ 
portunity to repair a no¬ 
toriously strained relation¬ 
ship with Netanyahu. 

But the trip is almost cer¬ 
tain to raise expectations 
for the type of peace 
initiative that eluded 
Obama and his foreign 
policy team during his first 
four years in office. 
Obama has in the past 
warned against setting 
expectations too high for 
a breakthrough in stalled 
negotiations between Is¬ 
raelis and Palestinians. □ 


ASHLEY PARKER 
© 2013 New York Times 
WASHINGTON - House 
Republicans on Tuesday 
staked out what they cast 
as a middle-ground option 
in the debate over immi¬ 
gration, pushing an ap¬ 
proach that could include 
legalization but not a path 


to citizenship, as their Dem¬ 
ocratic counterparts favor, 
for the 11 million immigrants 
in the country illegally. 

At a House Judiciary Com- 


AYA BATRAWY 
Associated Press 
CAIRO (AP) — New signs of 
distress in Egypt's economy 
emerged Tuesday with the 
disclosure that foreign cur¬ 
rency reserves — already 
af critically low levels — fell 
nearly 10 percent in just 
the last month as political 
turmoil flared anew on fhe 
streets. 

With unrest holding back 
critically needed austerity 
measures, there is growing 
doubt that Egypt will be 
able to secure a $4.8 bil¬ 
lion dollar IMF loan in time 
to rescue the flailing econ¬ 
omy, or even at all. The 
loan is considered crucial 
to shoring up investor con- 


mittee hearing exploring an 
overhaul of the immigration 
system, the first of several 
such hearings expected in 
the House, Rep. Robert W. 
Goodlatte, R-Va., chair¬ 
man of the committee, 
used much of his time to 
frame what he called “the 
question of fhe day" - “Are 


there options we should 
consider between mass 
deportation and a path¬ 
way to citizenship for those 
not lawfully in fhe United 


fidence and freeing up a 
wave of loans that Cairo 
has requested from other 
lenders. 

The central bank said for¬ 
eign reserves fell to $13.61 
billion in January from 
$15.01 billion a month ear¬ 
lier, a $1.4 billion decline 
that provided stark new 
evidence of a dangerous 
deterioration in the econo¬ 
my. Foreign reserves stood 
at $36 billion before Egypt’s 
uprising began in Janu¬ 
ary 2011. The latest central 
bank figures show a drop 
of a total of $23 billion in 
reserves in the two years 
since, wiping out well over 
half of the money. 

Even before that decline. 


States?” he asked. 

The question was later 
echoed by Rep. Lamar 
Smith, R-Texas, a former 
chairman of the commit¬ 
tee, when he asked Mayor 
Julian Castro of San Anto¬ 
nio, “Do you see any com¬ 
promise area between the 
current status quo and a 


path to citizenship?” 

Castro, whose twin broth¬ 
er, Rep. Joaquin Castro, 
is a newly elected Demo¬ 
cratic member from Texas, 


the central bank said the 
$15 billion level represent¬ 
ed a “critical minimum,” or 
just enough to cover three 
months’ worth of imports. 
The reserves are being 
propped up with billions of 
dollars in transfers from the 
energy-rich Gulf state of 
Qatar. 

Still an official of the Muslim 
Brotherhood, the Islamist 
group that dominates the 
government, denied that 
Egypt has an economic 
problem. 

Mohammed Gouda, a 
member of fhe Muslim 
Brotherhood’s economic 
committee, told The Associ¬ 
ated Press on Monday that 
he did not expect reserve 


replied that he felt that a 
compromise was for the 
pathway to citizenship to 
be “an earned pathway.” 
The Republicans also sig¬ 
naled that they were open 
to the idea of breaking 
down immigration legisla¬ 
tion into several smaller bills, 
which would allow them 
to deal with the question 
of high-skilled workers, as 
well as a farmworker pro¬ 
gram, without addressing 
what Democrats and im¬ 
migration advocates say is 
the larger issue: the 11 mil¬ 
lion people already in the 
country. 

Rep. Spencer Bachus, R- 
Ala., for instance, said he 
thought the panelists could 
all agree that “it’s going 
to be a much easier lift to 
solve the problem of highly 
skilled workers." 

“When, then we’re dealing 
with certain issues like full 
citizenship,” he said. 

“And whatever else we dis¬ 
agree on, I think we would 
agree on that that's a more 
toxic and contentious issue, 
granting full amnesty." 
Immigration advocates, 
who had been eagerly 
awaiting the hearing for a 
hint of the tone of the de¬ 
bate on immigration as it 
unfolds in the House, said 
the use of the word “am¬ 
nesty” would probably be 
a bad sign for those in fa¬ 
vor of a comprehensive 
overhaul. □ 


levels to ever dip below $14 
billion. He suggested that 
aid from oil-rich Gulf states 
is Egypt’s lifeline until the 
IMF loan comes through 
and investors return. 

“There are urgent problems 
such as with foreign cur¬ 
rency reserves. But we are 
confident that with interna¬ 
tional help, we can over¬ 
come this period of politi¬ 
cal turmoil,” Gouda said. 
“We do not have an eco¬ 
nomic problem, but a se¬ 
curity and political prob¬ 
lem,” he added, pointing 
to remittances from Egyp¬ 
tians living abroad, the 
Suez Canal and exports 
that provide billions in rev¬ 
enue each month.O 


New doubts Egypt will get $4.8B IMF loan 



Julian Castro, Mayor of San Antonio, Texas, and the grandson of a Mexican immigrant, is seen 
through a television camera eyepiece as he testifies before the House Judiciary Committee on 
Capitol Hill in Washington, Feb. 5, 2013. The committee held its first hearing on immigration reform 
Tuesday as the Republican-controlled House moves to stake out a position on the issue. Puneet 
Arora of Immigration Voice is at left. 

(Christopher Gregory/The New York Times) 
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Obama offers savings to head off cuts 


MICHAEL D. SHEAR 
JACKIE CALMES 
© 2013 New York Times 
WASHINGTON - President 
Barack Obama on Tues¬ 
day called on lawmakers 
to quickly pass a package 
of limited spending cuts 
and tax changes that can 
head off the automatic, 
across-the-board reduc¬ 
tions set to begin March 1. 
Obama said Congress 
should delay the auto¬ 
matic cuts for a period of 
months to give lawmakers 
a chance to negotiate a 
full deficit reduction pack¬ 
age that permanently re¬ 
solves the threat of the so- 
called sequester. 

“They should at least pass a 
smaller package of spend¬ 
ing cuts and tax reforms” 
to put off the automatic 
cuts, Obama said Tuesday 


afternoon from the White 
House briefing room, add¬ 
ing that there is no reason 
to put at risk “the jobs of 
thousands of Americans.” 
The president said the 
economy had begun to 
recover, but he warned 
that continuing clashes 
over taxes and spending 
threatened to delay or de¬ 
rail that improvement. 
“We’ve also seen the ef¬ 
fects that political dysfunc¬ 
tion can have,” Obama 
said. “We’ve made prog¬ 
ress. And I still believe we 
can finish the job with a 
balanced mix of spending 
cuts and more tax reform.” 
Obama did not spell out a 
specific package of cufs 
and tax adjustments. In 
the past, he has said cuts 
in spending must be bal¬ 
anced by an effort to raise 


new tax revenue by clos¬ 
ing loopholes for wealthy 
Americans and the oil and 
gas industries. 

The president acknowl¬ 
edged that a broader 
budget agreement is un¬ 
likely to be reached by the 
March deadline, when the 
cuts to domestic and mili¬ 
tary programs will take ef¬ 
fect. 

Obama’s remarks came 
at about the time the Con¬ 
gressional Budget Office 
released its annual eco¬ 
nomic report and its latest 
projection on the country's 
budget deficit. 

The budget office, in ifs 
first analysis since the year- 
end tax deal between the 
White House and Con¬ 
gress raised taxes on high 
incomes, showed that the 
deficit for the fiscal year 
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Joe Echevarria, CEO of Deloitte LLP, speaks with members of the 
media outside the West Wing of the White House following a pri¬ 
vate meeting with President Obama and other business leaders, 
Tuesday, Feb. 5, 2013, to discuss the economy. 

(AP Photo/Pablo Monsivais) 


that ends Sept. 30 would 
be $845 billion, lower than 
the last four post-crisis years 
in which deficits exceeded 
more than $1 trillion. 

That $845 billion difference 
between government re¬ 
ceipts and spending would 
be equal to 5.3 percent of 
the nation’s total output, 
or gross domestic product 

- about half of what it was 
relative to the size of the 
weaker economy in fiscal 
year 2009, when Obama 
took office, buf still higher 
than the roughly 3 percent 
level that many econo¬ 
mists consider the maxi¬ 
mum that is sustainable in 
a growing economy. 

While the annual deficit 
is projected to decline as 
the economy recovers, the 
budget office once again 
emphasized that the defi¬ 
cit will rise later in the de¬ 
cade and continue do to 
so as the population ages 

- forcing greater spending 
for Medicare, Medicaid 
and Social Security - and 
health care prices keep ris¬ 
ing. 

New deficit projections will 
define fhe scope of fhe 
nation's spending problem 


and will help to shape the 
contours of fhe fiscal fights 
between Obama and the 
Republicans in Congress in 
the coming years. 

The push by the president 
to avoid the sequester is 
an admission that efforts to 
reach a bigger deal with 
Republicans to cut spend¬ 
ing and raise revenues is 
not likely to be reached in 
the coming months. House 
Republicans this week criti¬ 
cized Obama for failing fo 
meef a deadline Monday 
fo submit a budget to Con¬ 
gress. 

“This was supposed to be 
the day that the president 
submitted his budget to the 
Congress, but it’s not com¬ 
ing. It’s going to be late,” 
the House speaker, John A. 
Boehner, said in remarks on 
the House floor. 

“That's too bad. Our econ¬ 
omy could use some presi¬ 
dential leadership right 
now.” 

House Republicans blame 
Obama for first proposing 
the automatic cuts, though 
Congress passed them in 
the summer of 2011 as part 
of a deal fo raise fhe na¬ 
tion's debt ceilingO 
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Gun background checks drop 10% in January 



Customers line up at the gun counter at Duke's Sport Shop in 
New Castle, Pa. The FBI posted new data for gun background 
checks covering through January 2013 that says gun checks 
dropped more than 10% nationwide, from roughly 2.8 million in 
December 2012 to 2.5 million in January 2013. 

(AP Photo/Keith Srakocic) 


E. SULLIVAN 
JACK GILLUM 
The Associated Press 
WASHINGTON (AP) — The 

number of federal back¬ 
ground checks for firearms 
sales declined in fhe U.S. 
last month, as retailers con¬ 
tinue to run out of guns to 
sell during a buying spree 
driven by Washington’s 
new focus on gun control. 
Background checks de¬ 
creased 10 percent na¬ 
tionally between Decem¬ 
ber and January, with 
large declines in the seven 
Southern states as well as 
Texas, according to an 
Associated Press analysis 
of new FBI data published 
Tuesday. 

Firearms sales surged 
around the country after 
the December shooting 
spree in Newtown, Con¬ 
necticut. A gunman killed 
20 children and six adults 
at the school. 

There were more than 2.78 
million checks in Decem¬ 
ber. That was a 12-month 
peak following an upward 
trend through last autumn. 
The number fell to 2.48 mil¬ 
lion in January, still a high¬ 
er figure than any other 
month last year. 

“You can't do a back¬ 
ground check if a guy 
doesn’t have a gun to 
buy," said Mike Fotia, man¬ 
ager at Duke's Sport Shop 


in New Castle, Pennsylva¬ 
nia. “There’s nothing to 
buy.” 

Fotia said manufacturers 
and wholesalers cannot fill 
orders right now because 
demand is so high. 

Gun sales traditionally dip 
after the rush of the holiday 
shopping season, and the 
decrease this year is the 
smallest since 1998 when 
the federal government 
began tracking federally 
mandated National In¬ 
stant Criminal Background 
Checks. This year's smaller 
decrease confirms what 
gun-sellers have reported 
seeing: There continues to 
be a higher interest in fire¬ 


arms than in previous years, 
but there have been fewer 
buyers recently because 
gun stores are out of stock. 
“Availability has been an 


issue. 

You're just not able to sell 
as much,” said Katie Stulce 
who owns Champion Fire¬ 
arms Corp. in College Sta¬ 
tion, Texas. “We're prob¬ 
ably turning away 60 per¬ 
cent of the people coming 
in wanting to buy some¬ 
thing.” 

The number of background 
checks does not necessar¬ 
ily represent the number 
of firearms purchased, but 
gun manufacturers use 
these statistics to measure 
the health of the gun in¬ 
dustry in the U.S. 

Even before the Newtown 
shooting massacre and 
pledges from the White 
House to curb gun violence 
with new laws, the gun in¬ 
dustry was experiencing a 
boom in sales. Manufactur¬ 
ers couldn’t keep up with 
demand. □ 
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Sheriff: Iraq Vet charged in 
shootings won't see lawyer 

ANGELA K. BROWN 
Associated Press 

FORT WORTH, Texas (AP) — The Iraq War veteran charged 
with gunning down a former Navy SEAL sniper and his 
friend has refused to meet with his family or court-ap¬ 
pointed attorney, a Texas sheriff said Tuesday. 

Eddie Ray Routh is charged with one count of capital 
murder and two counts of murder in the deaths of Chris 
Kyle, author of the best-selling book “American Sniper,” 
and his friend Chad Littlefield at a shooting range Satur¬ 
day. He's being held on $3 million bail and is on suicide 
watch. 

Kyle, who had earned a reputation as one of the mili¬ 
tary’s most lethal snipers while serving in Iraq, had a sec¬ 
ond book in the works, according to Sharyn Rosenblum, 
a spokeswoman for publisher William Morrow. No release 
date has been set for the new book, titled “American 
Gun: A History of the U.S. in Ten Firearms,” and co-author 
by William Doyle. 

Routh, 25, remained in his cell Tuesday instead of meet¬ 
ing with his lawyer or relatives, said Erath County Sheriff 
Tommy Bryant. Routh had demanded a cigarette in ex¬ 
change for a meeting, but smoking isn’t allowed in the 
jail, Bryant said.Q 
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Grandmother: US boy physically fine after standoff 


JAY REEVES 
KATE BRUMBACK 
Associated Press 
MIDLAND CITY, Alabama 
(AP) — The grandmother 
of a 5-year-old held hos¬ 
tage for a week in an un¬ 
derground bunker in rural 
Alabama said Tuesday the 
boy is fine physically, but 
she fears the ordeal could 
stay with him the rest of his 
life. 

Betty Jean Ransbottom told 
The Associated Press the 
boy, who turns 6 Wednes¬ 
day, seemed fine in fhe 
hospifal on Monday offer 
his rescue, but the family 
isn'f sure yet how he is do¬ 
ing mentally. 

The boy was abducted 
from a school bus last week 
after 65-year-old Jimmy 
Lee Dykes shot the driver 
and took the child back to 
a bunker on his property. 
Authorities raided the shel¬ 


ter after determining Dykes 
had a gun, saying he ap¬ 
peared to be increasingly 
agitated and that negotia¬ 
tions had deteriorated. 
Dykes was killed by law en¬ 
forcement agents, an of¬ 
ficial told The Associated 
Press on condition of ano¬ 
nymity because the official 
wasn’t authorized to speak 
publicly about the investi¬ 
gation. 

Neighbors had described 
Dykes as a nuisance who 
once beat a dog to death 
with a lead pipe, threat¬ 
ened to shoot children for 
setting foot on his property 
and patrolled his yard at 
night with a flashlight and 
a firearm. A Vietnam War 
veteran, Dykes had some 
scrapes with the law in Flor¬ 
ida, one involving a weap¬ 
on and another marijuana. 
Ransbottom said an FBI 
agent stayed with the fam¬ 


ily the entire time the boy 
was being held hostage, 
but officials are not giving 
the family much informa¬ 
tion because of the on¬ 
going investigation. They 
learned of his rescue when 
an FBI agenf af the scene 
called the agent staying 
with the family. 

Ransbottom said she cried 
herself fo sleep every night 
while the boy was being 
held hostage, and that she 
didn’t sleep much while 
she awaited news. 

“It was horrible. I never 
went through anything so 
horrible," she said. 

The boy’s mother, in a 
statement released by the 
FBI, expressed her thanks 
for all the hard work of so 
many officers to bring her 
son home. The woman de¬ 
clined to be identified, the 
statement said. 

“For the first time in almost a 
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Midland City Elementary School kindergarten teacher Suzanne 
Dasinger talks about her student who had beren held hostage 
as she holds one of his favorite books next to his desk in her 
classroom on Tuesday afternoon Feb. 5, 2013 in Midland City, 
Ala. The boy was held for a week in a closet-size bunker under¬ 
ground, a captive of a volatile killer. 

(AP Photo/Jay Hare) 


week, I woke up this morn¬ 
ing to the most beautiful 
sight... my sweet boy,” she 
said. “I can’t describe how 
incredible it is to hold him 
again.” 

FBI officials have offered 
few defails publicly about 
the standoff and the raid 
that ended it. For days, of¬ 
ficers passed food, medi¬ 
cine and other items into 
the bunker, which was simi¬ 


lar to a tornado shelter and 
apparently had running 
water, heat and cable 
television. 

On Tuesday, FBI bomb 
technicians were to con¬ 
tinue scouring the property 
for any explosive devices 
as officials prepared fo col¬ 
lect evidence and more 
thoroughly study the site, 
said FBI special agent Ja¬ 
son Pack. □ 
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The Citadel: Another survivalist development in Idaho 



A statue of a logger stands outside an elementary school in 
St. Maries, Idaho, Jan. 15, 2013, near where a survivalist group 
plans to build a compound. The proposal is called the Citadel 
and has created a buzz among folks in this remote logging town 
70 miles southeast of Spokane, Wash. The project would more 
than double the population of Benewah County, home to 9,000 
souls. 

(AP Photo/Nicholas K. Geranios). 


N. K. GERANIOS 

Associated Press 

ST. MARIES, Idaho (AP) — A 

group of survivalists wants 
to build a giant walled for¬ 
tress in the woods of Ida¬ 
ho, a medieval-style city 
where residents would be 
required to own weapons 
and stand ready to defend 
the compound if society 
collapses. 

The proposal is called the 
Citadel and has created a 
buzz among folks in this re¬ 
mote logging town 70 miles 
(112 kilometers) southeast 
of Spokane, Washington. 
The project would more 
than double the popula¬ 
tion of Benewah County, 
home to 9,000 people. 
Locals have many ques¬ 
tions, but organizers so far 
are pointing only to a web¬ 
site billing the Citadel as “A 
Community of Liberty.” 
“There is no leader,” Chris¬ 
tian Kerodin, a felon who 
is a promoter of the proj¬ 
ect, wrote in a brief email 
to The Associated Press. 
“There is a significant group 
of equals involved ... each 
bringing their own profes¬ 


sional skills and life experi¬ 
ences to the group. 

“It is very much a ‘grass¬ 
roots’ endeavor,’” Kerodin 
wrote, declining to provide 
any additional details. 

Such endeavors are hardly 
new, especially in northern 
Idaho, 

which has long been a 
magnet for those looking 
to shun mainstream soci¬ 
ety because of its isolation, 
wide-open spaces and 
lack of racial diversity. 

For three decades, the 
Aryan Nations operated a 
compound about an hour 
north of here before the 
group went bankrupt and 
the land was sold. 

Then came another com¬ 
munity known as “Almost 
Heaven," founded in 1994 
by Green Beret-turned- 
"patriot” movement leader 
Bo Gritz for those wanting a 
refuge from urban ills and 
Y2K concerns. That proj¬ 
ect crumbled when large 
numbers of buyers failed to 
move to the development, 
located 100 miles (160 kilo¬ 
meters) to the south. 

The number of so-called 


patriot groups has grown 
since President Barack 
Obama was first elected, 
and the renewed debate 
over gun control is further 
deepening resentment of 
the federal government 
among such factions, said 
Mark Potok, a spokes¬ 
man for the Southern Pov¬ 
erty Law Center. The SPLC 
tracks such groups. 
Nevertheless, Potok not¬ 
ed, plans for these sorts of 


communities rarely come 
to fruition. 

“The people behind the 
Citadel are like 12-year- 
old boys talking about the 
tree house, or the secret 
underground city, they're 
going to build some day,” 
he said. 

The website shows draw¬ 
ings of a stone fortress with 
room inside for up to 7,000 
families. The compound 
would include houses, 


schools, a hotel and a fire¬ 
arms factory and museum. 
The gun factory, the web¬ 
site said, would manufac¬ 
ture AR-15 rifles — which 
would be illegal if Congress 
reinstated the 1994 ban on 
assault weapons — and 
semi-automatic pistols. 
Applicants must pay a $208 
fee, and the website claims 
several hundred people al¬ 
ready have applied to live 
in the Citadel.Q 
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Congratulations 
to all our winners 

In only one day Hyatt Casino paid 
out the total amount of £ 30.169 
to our winners. 

Here at the Hyatt Casino, 

winning is contagious so we invite you to come and. play 
today at your number 1 Casino on the island. 

You could be our next winner! 
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Ahmadinejad visits Egypt in historic warming of ties 


MAGGIE MICHAEL 
Associated Press 
CAIRO (AP) — Iranian Presi¬ 
dent Mahmoud Ahma¬ 
dinejad discussed the crisis 
in Syria with his Egyptian 
counterpart Tuesday in the 
first visit by an Iranian lead¬ 
er to Cairo in more than 
three decades, marking 
a historic departure from 
years of frigid ties between 
the regional heavyweights. 
Ahmadinejad's three-day 
visit, which is centered 
around an Islamic summit, 
is the latest sign of efforts 
by Egypt’s Islamist Presi¬ 
dent Mohammed Morsi to 
improve relations, which 
have been cut since Iran’s 
1979 revolution. 

Morsi’s flirtation with Iran is 
seen as aiming to strike an 
independent foreign policy 
and broaden Egypt’s con¬ 
nections after the ouster 
two years ago of longtime 
leader Hosni Mubarak, 
who kept close to the line 
of the United States. Such 
a visit by an Iranian leader 
would have been unthink¬ 
able under Mubarak, who 
was a close ally of the U.S. 
and shared Washington’s 
deep suspicions of Tehran. 
But the limits to how far 


Morsi can go were on dis¬ 
play during Tuesday’s visit. 
There are deep suspicions 
in overwhelmingly Sunni 
Muslim Egypt toward Iran 
and its Shiite clergy leader¬ 
ship. Also, Morsi’s govern¬ 
ment was quick to reassure 


Arab Gulf nations, which 
are bitter rivals of Tehran 
and are concerned over 
the spread of its influence, 
that Egypt is intent on their 
security. 


Sunni-Shiite tensions domi¬ 
nated talks Ahmadinejad 
held with Egypt’s most 
prominent cleric. Sheik 
Ahmed el-Tayeb, who 
heads the Sunni world's 
most prestigious religious 
institution, Al-Azhar. 


El-Tayeb upbraided Ah- 
medinejad on a string of 
issues. He warned against 
Iranian interference in 
Gulf nations, particularly 
Bahrain, where the ruling 


Sunni minority has faced 
protests by the Shiite ma¬ 
jority. He also said attempts 
to spread Shiite Islam in 
mainly Sunni Arab na¬ 
tions were unacceptable 
and demanded a halt to 
bloodshed in Syria, where 


Tehran’s ally President 
Bashar Assad has been 
battling rebels, according 
to a statement by Al-Azhar 
about the meeting. 

He also demanded Ahme- 


dinejad come out against 
insults against the first ca¬ 
liphs who succeeded the 
Prophet Muhammad and 
other figures close to the 
prophet in the 7th Century. 
Those figures are widely 
resenfed among Shiifes 
because fhey are seen as 
having pushed aside Ali, 
fhe prophet’s son-in-law 
who Shiites consider his 
rightful successor. The dis¬ 
pute over succession is at 
the root of the centuries- 
old split between Islam's 
Shiite and Sunni sects. 

The meeting was “tense,” 
acknowledged an aide to 
the sheik, Hussein al-Shafie, 
at a press conference with 
Ahmadinejad afterward — 
which el-Tayeb did not join. 
Morsi gave the Iranian 
leader a red-carpet wel¬ 
come on the tarmac at 
Cairo airport, shaking his 
hand and exchanging a 
kiss on each cheek as a mil¬ 
itary honor guard stood at 
attention. The two leaders 
then sat down for a 20-min- 
ute talk that focused on 
the civil war in Syria, secu¬ 
rity officials said on condi¬ 
tion of anonymity because 
they were not authorized 
to brief the media. Iran is 
Damascus’ closes regional 
ally, while Egypt is among 
those that have called on 
Assad to step down. 

In September, Morsi of¬ 
fered a package of in¬ 
centives to Tehran to end 
its support for Assad. The 
proposal included the res¬ 
toration of full diplomatic 
ties, which would be a sig¬ 
nificant prize for Iran given 
that Egypt is the most pop¬ 
ulous Arab nation and a re¬ 
gional Sunni powerhouse. 
Morsi's offer garnered no 
response from Iran, al¬ 
though officials from both 
countries have continued 
to hold talks on the Syrian 
conflict in recent months. 
Such diplomatic overtures 
have raised concerns 
among Sunni Gulf nations, 
who are keeping a close 
eye on the Iranian leader's 
visit. The Gulf states, who 
are opposed to Iran's re¬ 
gional policies, accuse 
Iran of supporting Shiite 
minorities in the Gulf, and 
harbor concerns about 
Tehran’s disputed nuclear 
program. □ 
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Iran’s President Mahmoud Ahmadinejad, center, attends a press conference with Egyptian Sunni 
clerics at Al-Azhar headquarters in Cairo, Egypt, Tuesday, Feb. 5, 2013. (AP Photo/Amr Nabil) 

































WORLD NEWS I? 


WEDNESDAY 6 FEBRUARY 



For certified divers and beginners! 


Book now! www.redsailaruba.com or by phone: (+297) 586-1603 


Exploring Aruba’s underwater world is our 
Specialty; from beginner programs to 
dives aboard our custom-designed boats. 


Conditions for 
peace talks in 
Syria rejected 

ALBERT AJI 
BEN HUBBARD 
Associated Press 
DAMASCUS, Syria (AP) — A 

proposal by a Syrian op¬ 
position leader for peace 
talks suffered two sharp 
blows Tuesday, with both a 
ruling party lawmaker and 
the largest bloc inside the 
anti-regime coalition re¬ 
jecting the idea. 

After 22 months and more 
than 60,000 dead, Syria’s 
crisis appears to have 
reached a stalemate, with 
neither side making signifi¬ 
cant battlefield gains likely 
to bring about a military 
victory any time soon. 

The U.S. and other world 
powers have pushed for 
a negotiated solution — 
a bid which appeared 
to get a boost this week 
when the head of fhe op¬ 
position's National Alliance 
said he would be willing 
to negotiate with cer¬ 
tain figures from President 
Bashar Assad regime “who 
don’t have blood on their 
hands."In an interview with 
Al-Arabiya TV on Monday, 
Mouaz al-Khatib said the 
regime must “negotiate 
with the goal of remov¬ 
ing (Assad) from power fo 
spare bloodshed.” Khafib 
demanded fhe regime 
free 160,000 polifical pris¬ 
oners and renew fhe pass¬ 
ports of Syrian activists 
abroad. 

That proposal was at¬ 
tacked from both the re¬ 
gime and the opposition 
on Tuesday, effectively ex¬ 
tinguishing the first glimmer 
of hope in months that the 
civil war can be resolved 
through a negotiated 
solution. □ 


Bulgaria links Hezbollah to attack on Israelis 



Tsvetanov said. 

A third suspect entered Bul¬ 
garia with them on June 
28, he said, without giving 
details. 

Lebanese Prime Minister 
Najib Mikati condemned 
the attack and said his 
country would cooperate 
fully. 

Hezbollah, a Shiife milifanf 
group and polifical party in 
Lebanon that emerged in 
response to Israel’s 1982 in¬ 
vasion, has been linked to 
attacks and kidnappings 
on Israeli and Jewish inter¬ 
ests around the world. 

The group has denied in¬ 
volvement in the Bulgaria 
bombing, and Hezbollah 
officials in Beirut declined 
comment Tuesday. 

The bomb exploded as the 
Israeli tourists were on their 
way from the airport to 
their hotel in the Black Sea 
resort of Burgas. The blast 
also killed a Bulgarian bus 
driver and the suspected 
bomber, a tall and lanky 
pale-skinned man wear¬ 
ing a baseball cap and 
dressed like a tourist. □ 


PAISLEY DODDS 
VESELIN TOSHKOV 
Associated Press 
SOFIA, Bulgaria (AP) — He¬ 
zbollah was behind a bus 
attack that killed five Israeli 


attack had been living in 
Lebanon for years — one 
with a Canadian passport 
and the other with an Aus¬ 
tralian one. He said investi¬ 
gators had traced their ac¬ 


tivities back to their home 
countries. 

“We have well-grounded 
reasons to suggest that the 
two were members of fhe 
militant wing of Hezbollah,” 


Bulgarian President Rossen Plevneliev, left, listens to Bulgarian Prime minister Boyko Boriossov, 
right, at the Bulgarian President’s office in Sofia, Tuesday, Feb. 5, 2013. Bulgarian officials say a 
Canadian and an Australian are suspects in a deadly bomb attack they say is linked to Lebanon's 
militant group Hezbollah. 

(AP Photo/Valentina Petrova) 


tourists in Bulgaria last year, 
investigators said Tuesday, 
describing a sophisticated 
bombing carried out by a 
terrorist cell that included 
Canadian and Australian 
citizens. The announce¬ 
ment brought renewed 
pressure on the European 
Union from the U.S., Israel 
and Canada to desig¬ 
nate the group a terrorist 
organization and to crack 
down on its fundraising op¬ 
erations across Europe. The 
EU, which regards Hezbol¬ 
lah as a legitimate political 
organization, has resisted 
such a move. 

Interior Minister Tsvetan Ts¬ 
vetanov said two of the 
suspects in the July 2012 
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Envoy: North Korea nuke test seems imminent 


EDITH M. LEDERER 
Associated Press 
UNITED NATIONS (AP) — 

South Korea's U.N. ambas¬ 
sador said a North Korean 
nuclear test “seems to be 
imminent." 

Ambassador Kim Sook said 
there are “very busy activi¬ 
ties” taking place at North 
Korea’s nuclear test site 
“and everybody’s watch¬ 
ing.” 

Kim told a press confer¬ 
ence that in the event of 
a nuclear test, he expects 
the U.N. Security Council 
to respond with “firm and 
strong measures." 


North Korea announced 
last month that it would 
conduct a nuclear test 
to protest Security Coun¬ 
cil sanctions toughened 
after a satellite launch in 
December that the U.S. 
and others say was a dis¬ 
guised test of banned mis¬ 
sile technology. The coun¬ 
cil ordered North Korea in 
the sanctions resolution to 
refrain from a nuclear test 
or face “significant action.” 
South Korea joined the Se¬ 
curity Council in January 
and holds the rotating pres¬ 
idency this month. Kim said 
he was speaking as South 
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Protesters shout slogans during a rally denouncing the joint mil¬ 
itary exercises between South Korea and the United States in 
front of the transition team office for President-elect Park Geun- 
hye in Seoul, South Korea, Tuesday, Feb. 5, 2013. 

(AP Photo/Lee Jin-man) 


Korea's ambassador, not 
as the council president. 

He said that during nego¬ 
tiations on the latest sanc¬ 


tions resolution all 15 coun¬ 
cil members — including 
North Korean ally China — 
were unified. 


“They are very firm and 
resolute and I would ex¬ 
pect very firm and strong 
measures to be taken in 
terms of format as well as 
in substance once they go 
ahead with such provoca¬ 
tion" as a nuclear test, Kim 
said. 

Pyongyang’s two previous 
nuclear tests, in 2006 and 
2009, both occurred after 
it was condemned by the 
United Nations for rocket 
launches. 

The sanctions, aimed at 
trying to derail the coun¬ 
try’s rogue nuclear weap¬ 
ons and ballistic missile 
programs, bar North Korea 
from testing or using nucle¬ 
ar or ballistic missile tech¬ 
nology, and from import¬ 
ing or exporting material 
for these programsO 


Britain: 

Lawmakers vote in favor of gay marriage 


SYLVIA HUI 
Associated Press 
LONDON (AP) —A bill to le¬ 
galize same-sex marriage 
in Britain cleared a major 
hurdle Tuesday, as law¬ 
makers voted overwhelm¬ 
ingly in favor of the propos¬ 
als championed by Prime 
Minister David Cameron. 
The vote in the House of 
Commons — 400 to 175 in 
support of the proposed 
legislation — will be fol¬ 
lowed by more detailed 
parliamentary debates. 
The proposals also require 
the approval of the House 
of Lords before they be¬ 
come law. 

The process could take 
months, but if approved, 
the bill is expected to take 


effect in 2015 and enable 
same-sex couples to get 
married in both civil and re¬ 
ligious ceremonies, provid¬ 
ed the religious institution 
consents. The bill also lets 
couples who had previous¬ 
ly entered into civil partner¬ 
ships convert their relation¬ 
ship into a marriage. 
“Tonight's vote shows Par¬ 
liament is very strongly in 
favor of equal marriage,” 
Deputy Prime Minister Nick 
Clegg said. 

“I genuinely believe that 
we will look back on today 
as a landmark for equality 
in Britain.” 

The lopsided vote was a 
qualified victory for Cam¬ 
eron, with around half of his 
party's lawmakers rejecting 


the proposals or abstaining. 
Nonetheless, strong sup¬ 
port from the left-leaning 
Labour Party and Liberal 
Democrats party ensured 
the Commons approval. 
After the ballots were 
counted, Cameron ac¬ 
knowledged that “strong 
views exist on both sides,” 
but said the result was a 
“step forward for our coun¬ 
try." 

Officials have stressed that 
all religious organizations 
can decide for themselves 
if they want to “opt in” to 
holding gay weddings. 
However, the Church of 
England, the country’s 
official faith, is barred 
from performing such 
ceremoniesO 
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‘Horseburger’ firm blames 170 tons of Polish meat 



The facade of an ABP Food Group facility. 

(Handout Photo) 


S. POGATCHNIK 
Associated Press 
DUBLIN (AP) — The Irish 
meat company at the cen¬ 
ter of Europe's “horseburg¬ 
er” scandal on Tuesday 
blamed the contamination 
of its hamburger patties on 
the purchase last year of 
170 tons of meat imported 
from Poland. 

As Ireland struggled to 
contain the damage to 
its reputation as Europe's 
top beef exporter, the ABP 
Food Group shed new light 
on how burgers made part¬ 
ly of horse ended up on 
British and Irish supermar¬ 
ket shelves. Ireland’s big¬ 
gest beef company said it 
purchased the Polish meat 
last year marked as “beef” 
from an Irish meat trader, 
McAdam Food Products, 
and the product was used 
by its Silvercrest food pro¬ 
cessing facility to make 
frozen beef burgers sold 
across Britain and Ireland. 
The company said in a 


statement to The Associ¬ 
ated Press that “while Sil¬ 
vercrest purchased these 
beef products in good 
faith, horse DNA originat¬ 
ing in Poland was present 
in some of these products.” 
Confirmation of the scale 
of ABP’s Polish purchases 

— at odds with the compa¬ 
ny’s promise to customers 
to produce all-Irish patties 

— came hours after Irish 
Prime Minister Enda Kenny 
vowed that Ireland would 
pinpoint the source of the 
horsemeat. 

“Clearly this is a matter 
that has to be sorted out 
... a matter of reputation. 
Obviously we can't afford 
to have that,” Kenny said 
as he entered a Cabinet 
meeting focused on efforts 
in Ireland, Britain and Po¬ 
land to identify the source. 
Poland says its own investi¬ 
gations of slaughterhouses 
identified by Ireland as 
suppliers to ABP have pro¬ 
duced no evidence they 


have shipped horsemeat. 
But experts said since the 
meat was shipped many 
months ago for long-term 
use, tests on current Polish 
meat shipments could well 
be pointless. 

They also argued that it 
was still too soon to pin 
the blame on Poland, be¬ 
cause the meat — consid¬ 
ered a delicacy in some 
countries, but reserved for 
use in pet food by most — 


could have been added to 
burger-bound beef later in 
the supply chain. They cau¬ 
tioned that Ireland has a 
crooked past track record 
of food-labeling fraud in 
beef exports. 

Kenny likewise hedged his 
position. Asked whether 
the suspect meat product 
might have been mislead¬ 
ingly labeled as Polish by 
Irish fraudsters, Kenny said, 
“Clearly plants in Poland 


have been supplying ma¬ 
terial, but the evidence 
might be that other in¬ 
vestigations need to take 
place as well."The Food 
Safety Authority of Ireland 
emphasized that the prob¬ 
lem was a matter of honest 
labeling, not safety, and 
must involve fraud by a 
producer or supplier some¬ 
where along the seven-na¬ 
tion journey by truck from 
Poland to Ireland. □ 



* * 


$1000 Slot Tournament 

Wednesday. Fehuary 6,2013 
6:30 p.m. - 8:30 p.m. 

Accumulate 250 points while playing on our Slot Machines 
and be eligible Far u Free entry to participate incur Slut 
Tournament on Wednesd ay. New casino members will have a 
special Sign Up Fee of $5 to participate. 
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EWORLD NEWS 


Acapulco , Mex/co: 


6 Spanish tourists raped at gunpoint 


BERTHA RAMOS 
MARK STEVENSON 
Associated Press 
ACAPULCO, Mexico (AP) 

— Six Spanish tourists were 
raped by a gang of armed, 
masked men in the Mexi¬ 
can resort town of Acapul¬ 
co, the latest chapter of 
violence that has tarnished 
the once-glamorous Pacif¬ 
ic coast resort. 

The vicious, hours-long 
attack occurred before 
dawn Monday at a house 
that six Spanish men, six 
Spanish women and a 
Mexican woman had rent¬ 
ed on a quiet, idyllic stretch 
of beach on the outskirts of 
Acapulco. 

The attackers gained ac¬ 
cess to the house because 
two of the Spaniards were 
in the yard and apparently 
were forced to open the 
door, said Acapulco May¬ 
or Luis Walton at a press 
conference late Monday. 
The five attackers burst 
into the house and held 
the group at gunpoint, 
he said. They tied up the 
six men with phone cords 
and bathing suit straps and 
then raped the six Span¬ 
ish women. The Mexican 
woman was not raped. 

The attack began about 
two hours after midnight 
Monday and the victims 
were only able to report 
the crime five hours lat¬ 
er, at nearly seven in the 
morning. 

“This is a regrettable situa¬ 
tion, and of course it is go¬ 


CARACAS, Venezuela (AP) 

— Iran's ambassador to 
Venezuela said Tuesday 
that a check worth about 
$70 million, found by Ger¬ 
man authorities in the lug¬ 
gage of Iran’s former cen¬ 
tral bank chief, 
was going to be used by 
an Iranian company for 
its expenses while building 
public housing in Venezu¬ 
ela. 

Iranian Ambassador Hojat- 
tolah Soltani made the re¬ 
marks in an interview with 
the Venezuelan television 
channel Globovision, say¬ 


ing to damage Acapulco," 
Walton said. 

The once-glittering resort 
that attracted movie stars 
and celebrities in the 1950s 


and 60s has already been 
battered by years of drug 
gang killings and extor¬ 
tions, but except for very 
few incidents, the violence 
has not touched tourists. 
Walton said he believed, 
but wasn’t sure, that the 
assailants in Monday’s at¬ 
tack didn’t belong to a 
drug gang. Guerrero state 
Attorney General Martha 
Garzon Guzman said wit¬ 
ness descriptions of the at¬ 
tackers were more difficult 
to obtain because they 
wore masks. 


ing the check for 300 million 
Venezuelan bolivars was to 
be used for fhe expenses 
of the Kayson Company, 
a Tehran-based construc¬ 
tion business that is building 
thousands of homes for the 
Venezuelan government. 
The Iranian ambassador 
noted that the man with 
the check whom Ger¬ 
man authorities stopped 
last month is not currently 
a government official. 
Solfani said fhaf Tahmasb 
Mazaheri, 

a former chief of Iran's 
central bank and former 


“From what the attorney 
general has told me, I don’t 
think this was organized 
crime,” Walton said. “But 
that will have to be investi¬ 


gated, we don’t know.” 
Mexico's Foreign Relations 
Department issued a state¬ 
ment saying it regretted 
the attack, and suggest¬ 
ing it was not drug-cartel 
related.“Up to now, the in¬ 
vestigations are being car¬ 
ried out by local authorities 
and they will be the ones 
to provide information,” 
the statement said. 

In Mexico, federal authori¬ 
ties investigate drug-relat¬ 
ed crimes. 

Security and drug analyst 
Jorge Chabat said that. 


economy minister, has 
been working as an advis¬ 
er to the Iranian company. 
“The origin of fhe money 
(was) payments of Ven¬ 
ezuela’s government to 
the company Kayson here 
in Venezuela for the proj¬ 
ects they are doing here,” 
Soltani said. 

He said the check issued 
by the state-run Banco de 
Venezuela was signed by 
“one of the directors” in 
Iran, and was in the name 
of a Kayson executive who 
is in charge of the project 
in Venezuela. 


after years of drug gang 
activity in Acapulco, the 
distinction may be merely 
semantic. 

“At this point, the line 


between common and 
organized crime is very 
tenuous, there are a lot of 
these gangs that take ad¬ 
vantage of fhe unsafe situ¬ 
ation that currently exists, 
they know the government 
can’t keep up,” Chabat 
said. “Everything points to 
this being organized crime, 
because several gangs 
have operated there for 
years ... it’s probably not 
the big cartels, but there 
are smaller groups that 
carry out crimes on a per¬ 
manent basis." □ 


“Mr. Mazaheri was travel¬ 
ing to Venezuela. He was 
bringing the check here to 
Venezuela to cash at Ban¬ 
co de Venezuela,” Soltani 
said. 

The diplomat’s remarks 
came after Venezuelan 
opposition leaders de¬ 
manded that President 
Hugo Chavez's govern¬ 
ment explain how a for¬ 
mer Iranian official ended 
up wifh a check for such a 
large amounf. 

Venezuelan government 
officials haven't comment¬ 
ed about the incident. □ 



Heating system 
eyed in Mexico’s 
Pemex disaster 

M. WEISSENSTEIN 
Associated Press 
MEXICO CITY (AP) — A 

water-heating system may 
have leaked gas into a 
tunnel beneath the head¬ 
quarters of Mexico’s na¬ 
tional oil company for 
more than seven months 
before it was accidentally 
detonated by a mainte¬ 
nance crew’s improvised 
lighting system, 
officials said Tuesday, add¬ 
ing fresh detail to the nar¬ 
rative of the petroleum 
giant's worst disaster in a 
decade. 

Mexico’s attorney general 
said Monday night that a 
gas buildup was respon¬ 
sible for the explosion that 
collapsed three floors of 
fhe adminisfrafive building 
in Petroleos Mexicanos' 
Mexico City headquarters 
complex, killing 37 people. 
He indicated the gas could 
have been methane, a 
gas that is both processed 
for use in heating systems 
and naturally produced by 
the decomposition of or¬ 
ganic matter in sewers and 
landfills. 

Assistant Attorney Gen¬ 
eral Alfredo Castillo told 
reporters Tuesday morn¬ 
ing that one source of the 
gas may have been a tun¬ 
nel that ran from a heat¬ 
ing plant and beneath the 
devastated building on its 
way to the 54-story cen¬ 
tral tower of the complex. 
He said that explanation 
appeared likely because 
the blast blew off manhole 
covers providing access to 
the tunnel some distance 
from the affected building. 
“There's a connection to, 
as you've seen, a place 
where there are gas facili¬ 
ties,” Castillo said. “These 
manhole covers were 
found completely blown 
off.” 

Afforney General Jesus 
Murillo Karam told Radio 
Formula Tuesday after¬ 
noon that the gas may 
have come through a pipe 
that connected to what 
he called a room contain¬ 
ing machinery. 

He said it also may have 
been produced by waste- 
water and collected under 
the building.Q 



State police stand at a roadblock due to stepped up security after masked armed men broke 
into a beach home, raping six Spanish tourists who had rented the house in Acapulco, Mexico, 
Tuesday Feb. 5, 2013. 

(AP Photo/B. Hernandez) 


Diplomat: Check was for Iranian company's work 





















Preparing an exquisite Wine Pairing Dinner at Sunset Grille: 

Castello Banfi’s Michela Dominici Meets the Press 


PALM BEACH -Earlier in the 
week, local members of 
the press had the oppor¬ 
tunity to meet and talk to 
Castello Banfi’s Michela 
Dominici, Sommelier and 
Key Ambassador to the 
World for Banfi Estate. Do¬ 
minici, a graduate of the 
University of Florence, is on 
the island to host a series 
of wine seminars, as well 
as a special Wine Pairing 
Dinner that will take place 
on Wednesday, Febru¬ 
ary 6th, at the Radisson’s 
elegant 4-diamond AAA 
rated Sunset Grille. 

Aside from meeting with 
Michela, the invited jour¬ 
nalists also enjoyed a pre¬ 
view of the Wine Pairing 
Dinner, tasting delicious 
hors d’oeuvres prepared 
by Radisson’s culinary ex¬ 
perts, paired with Castello 
Banfi’s excellent wines. 
The Wine Pairing Dinner 
promises to deliver a mar¬ 
velous evening, taking 
diners on a tasting voy¬ 
age of the most wonder¬ 
ful wines by Castello Banfi, 
paired with a five course 
menu. 


The Italian-inspired menu 
will kick off with a Trio of 
Tomato, Chicken and 
Prosciutto Bruschetta, fol¬ 
lowed by Shrimp Fra Dia- 
volo; sauteed shrimp with 
onion, tomato, garlic, 
white wine and crushed 
red pepper. 

The third course, a tradi¬ 


tional Veal Parmigiana, 
will present a breaded 
veal loin with fried egg¬ 
plant, tomato sauce 
and parmesan cheese. 
Rounding out the savory 
courses, diners will enjoy 
a Grilled Top Sirloin with 
a Cremini mushroom 
sauce, served on a bed 


of Fettuccini Primavera. 
For dessert, a Pistachio 
Brittle Cheesecake will be 
served with a mixed berry 
sauce. 

The evening of exquisite 
Italian wine and food pair¬ 
ings will start at 7:30pm in 
the Sunset Grille, at the 


Radisson Aruba Resort 
Casino & Spa. Tickets are 
available for Afl. 125 per 
person, at Romar Trading 
or La Bodega. For more 
information, call 592-9182 
or 560-2627. 

Photos show the meet 
and greet with Michela 
Dominici and members of 
the press at Sunset Grille 
on Monday afternoon. 
About Castello Banfi 
Castello Banfi is a family- 
owned vineyard estate 
and winery in the Brunello 
region of Tuscany. Togeth¬ 
er with its sister estates in 
Piedmont, Vigne Regali 
and Principessa Gavia, it 
has become recognized 
the world over for its dedi¬ 
cation to excellence and 
sparking a renaissance in 
the art of Italian winemak¬ 
ing. 

Castello Banfi is the first 
winery in the world to be 
recognized for its excep¬ 
tional environmental, so¬ 
cial and ethical respon¬ 
sibility, and is an interna¬ 
tional leader in customer 
satisfaction. □ 
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FOR THE ORIGINAL SUSHI HERE IN ARURA 

''HOUSE Of | A PAN 

THE BEST SUSHI PLACE 


All LOCATED AT THE SOUTH OEACH CEHTRE 

Sunday thru Thursday from 5:00pm -1:00am 
Friday and Saturday from 5:00pm - 2:00am 


Okeanos Spa shares the love on Valentine’s Day 




rhes^ girls are visiting 
Anibaand staying at 
The Amite rdam Manor 
luz Maria de8io is 
from Argentina and 
Andree Schuelpr is 
from America. 



ORANJESTAD - The inter¬ 
national day of love is just 
around the corner and 
Okeanos Spa makes sure 
you have the perfect gift 
for your loved ones. This 
year cupid chose Okeanos 
Spa as its reserve of love... 
Okeanos Spa specialized in 
physical and mental relax¬ 
ation offers; 50 minutes of 
Body Wrap (full body pam¬ 
pering) for only Afl. 75.00 or 
50 minutes of Sweet Body 
Massage (full body relax¬ 
ation massage) for only Afl. 
95.00. For those who de¬ 
sire a ‘couple treatment’ 
as an ultimate Valentine’s 
Day gift, take advantage 
of Okeanos Spa’s special 
Couple Massage at the 
Spa Cove on the Renais¬ 


sance Private Island for only 
Afl. 299, - which includes 
2 delicious cocktail drinks. 
It's important to mention 
that the reservations for the 
Couples Massage Pack¬ 
age must be made before 
February 14th and the gift 
certificate must be used 
before February 28th, 2013. 
To add on to the special 
feelings to this Valentine's 
Day season Okeanos Spa 
informs that the prices in 
the salon and massages 
are in florins! Make your 
reservations today or visit 
Okeanos Spa for more in¬ 
formation. Okeanos Spa lo¬ 
cated on the second floor 
of the Renaissance Mall is 
opened from Monday till 
Sunday from 8am till 8pm. 
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At Burger King: 

New products bring 
international flavor to Latin 
America, Caribbean 


- Burger King® Restaurants in 
Latin America and the Ca¬ 
ribbean Satisfy Guests’ Hun¬ 
ger for Variety and Healthier 
Choices with Tastes from 
Around the World 

ORANJESTAD /MIAMI- 
(BUSINESS WIREJ-BURGER 
KING® restaurants con¬ 
tinue to delight guests 
with new menu items that 
offer tastes from around 
the world in many Latin 
American and Caribbean 
markets. Consumers can 
satisfy their cravings for 
variety with delectable 
BURGER KING® treats that 
have an international flair. 
In line with the brand’s BK 
POSITIVE STEPS™ program, 
the new products also pro¬ 
vide guests more options 
to help achieve a healthier 
lifestyle. 

“Our guests love the taste, 
value and convenience 
of our food,” says Jose R. 
Costa, vice president mar¬ 
keting for Latin America/ 
Caribbean Region, Burger 
King Corporation. “These 
exclusive new menu items 
will enhance the BURGER 
KING® experience for our 
guests by providing a vari¬ 
ety of delicious new flavors 
and choices that are bet¬ 
ter for you.” 

Adding to the delicious 
flame-grilled flavor of its 
hamburger line-up will be 
the new zesty Guacamole 
Value Burger, the savory 
Sauteed Onion Value 
Burger and the scrump¬ 
tious Sauteed Mushrooms 
Value Burger. For lighter 
appetites, the Ranch 
Salad features Popcorn 
Chicken, guacamole, to¬ 
mato and a blend of three 
cheeses. When you're on 
the run try a Ranch Wrap - 
the delicious Ranch Salad 
in a tasty tortilla. Popcorn 
Chicken and Fish Bites are 
a convenient and deli¬ 
cious snack for guests on 
the go. 

Great new beverages are 


available to accompany 
a meal or enjoy one by 
itself, including the Straw¬ 
berry / Banana Smoothie, 
made with a refreshing 
blend of fruit and yogurt, 
and the Mango Smoothie, 
a tropical taste delight. 
One of the most satisfying 
breakfast foods. Oatmeal 
is available and can be 
enjoyed either Plain or with 
Maple & Brown Sugar fla¬ 
vor. For heartier appetites, 
the Italian Breakfast Burrito 
features a delicious sau¬ 
sage patty, egg, marinara 
sauce, mozzarella cheese, 
hash browns, peppers and 
onions in a wheat tortilla. 
With kids in mind, BURGER 
KING® restaurants will of¬ 
fer one of nature’s perfect 
beverages, Apple Juice. 
Additionally, new Buddy 
Fruits provide a healthy 
option and Oatmeal Rai¬ 
sin Cookies are a delicious 
treat to satisfy younger 
customers' sweet tooth. 
The BK POSITIVE STEPS™ 
program encourages 
BURGER KING® guests to 
make more informed de¬ 
cisions around eating well 
and exercising. Available 
online and in brochures, 
the BK POSITIVE STEPS™ 
program gives families rec¬ 
ommendations for mak¬ 
ing small changes in five 
key areas to make a big 
difference to their health. 
These areas include eating 
more fruit and vegetables, 
eating less sugar and fat, 
eating healthier snacks, 
encouraging portion con¬ 
trol and eating together as 
a family. The BK POSITIVE 
STEPS™ program -“Great 
Taste Under 550 Calories”- 
was rolled out last year 
throughout all BURGER 
KING® restaurants in Latin 
America and the Carib¬ 
bean. 

New products are avail¬ 
able in participating res¬ 
taurants, for further details 
on specific markets visit 
www.bk.com. l_| 
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At the Divi Village Beach Resort: 


Visitors William and Beverly Huston honored by ATA! 



EAGLE BEACH - Recently honoring a very loyal and the Divi Village Beach Re- 
the Aruba Tourism Authority friendly family as Goodwill sort. The symbolic honor- 
had the great pleasure of Ambassadors of Aruba at ary title is presented in the 



name of the Minister of 
Tourism as a token of ap¬ 
preciation to guests who 
visit Aruba for 20-or-more 
consecutive years. The 
honorees were William and 
Beverly Huston from Green 
Pond, New Jersey. William 
and Beverly love Aruba 
very much because of the 
friendly people of Aruba, 


the beaches, the beauti¬ 
ful weather, family atmo¬ 
sphere and lots of memo¬ 
ries and the relaxation. The 
certificate was presented 
by Ernest Giel of ATA, to¬ 
gether with Gloria Devoe 
and Andrea Alfonzo, rep¬ 
resenting the Divi Village. 
Congratulations William 
and BeverlyO 


Aruhiba Cigars, Aruba’s only hand rolled cigars! 

t's a matter of prestige and quality... 





ORANJESTAD- Benjamin Petrocchi, 
a true native Aruban started the newest 
export product of Aruba, locally 
produced hand rolled cigars called 
“Aruhiba”. These cigars are produced 
and cultivated in Aruba. Petrocchi 
always had a interest in the cigar 
business and has also sold Premium 
Cuban Cigars, and now he is growing 
his own tobacco crops. After many 
attempts and trips to Santo Domingo 
and Cuba, he started his own 
production and cultivation of Aruhiba 
Cigars in Aruba. The whole process 
took him 10 years to perfect. Petrocchi 
dedication to the cigars is important for 
the moulding and process of making a 
perfect cigar which takes a long time. Their handmade cigar box is specially designed with 
their “Aruhiba” logo. Petrocchi considers Aruhiba as a promotion for Aruba through its fine 
cigars. The company sells Aruhiba to the international markets as well. Visit their retail store 
located in front of the Historic Dutch Windmill in front of the Westin Resort, with any 
purchase of $20 and up you receive a free “Aruhiba” cigar or ask for their gift box of 5 cigars 
get 1 FREE for only $37. They open from Monday to Saturday from 9 am till 6:30 pm and on 
Sundays from 9 am to 1 pm. Aruhiba cigars are now available at the gift stores in your resort 

and at well-known cigar stores. For their 
complete selection and attractive by the box 
prices visit their retail store. Tours are also 
available at their Tobacco farm where their 
cigars are grown and rolled. 


For a group or private tour, call 586 0347 - 
593 6177 or send them an email at 
aruhibacigars@gmail.com 







































Kaepernick vows to take 49ers back to Super Bowl 

San Francisco 49ers quarterback Colin Kaepernick celebrates his touchdown against the Baltimore Ravens during the second 
half of the NFL Super Bowl XLVII football game, Sunday, Feb. 3, 2013, in New Orleans. 

Associated Press 
Page 21 




NBA Capsules 



Oklahoma City Thunder 
guard Russell Westbrook (0) 
drives to the basket against 
Dallas Mavericks center Ber¬ 
nard James (5) during the 
third quarter of an NBA bas¬ 
ketball game in Oklahoma 
City, Monday, Feb. 4, 2013. 

Associated Press 

Thunder 

scorch 

Mavericks 

112-91 

The Associated Press 
THUNDER 112, MAVERICKS 
91 

OKLAHOMA CITY (AP) — 

Russell Westbrook scored 
24 points, Kevin Durant had 
19 points and 10 rebounds, 
and Oklahoma City avoid¬ 
ed a third straight overtime 
game against Dallas. 

The Mavericks had tied the 
first two meetings this sea¬ 
son with 3-pointers at the 
very end, but there was no 
such drama the third time 
around. Oklahoma City 
led by at least 20 through¬ 
out the second half, win¬ 
ning for the 10th time in 
11 meetings between the 
teams since Dallas beat 
the Thunder in the 2011 
Western Conference fi¬ 
nals on its way to the NBA 
championship. 

Continued on Page 19 



SO 

A-MAZE-ING 


Tina Maze 
becomes Super-G 
world champion 


Slovenia's Tina Maze reacts after finishing the 
en’s super-G at the Alpine skiing world champion 
ships in Schladming, Austria, Tuesday, Feb.5, 2013. 

Associated Press 
Page 21 
































PISPORTS _ gMjjll 

Souray’s goal lifts Ducks over Sharks 2-1 



Anaheim Ducks right wing Teemu Selanne (8), of Finland, lines up the puck for a shot as San Jose 
Sharks goalie Thomas Greiss (1), of Germany, defends during the second period of their NHL 
hockey game, Monday, Feb. 4, 2013, in Anaheim, Calif. 


The Associated Press 
ANAHEIM, California (AP) 

— Saku Koivu scored the 
tying goal early in the third 
period, defenseman Shel¬ 
don Souray netted the 
winner with 6:39 left, and 
rookie Viktor Fasth made 
25 saves as the Anaheim 
Ducks handed the San 
Jose Sharks their first regu¬ 
lation loss of the season, 
2-1 on Monday night. 

The Sharks had won their 
first seven games before 
a shootout loss to Nashville 
on Saturday. 

Fasth is the first Anaheim 
goalie to win his first three 
NHL starts. 

San Jose's Thomas Greiss, 
returning to the site of his 
NHL debut back in January 
2008, stopped Anaheim’s 
first 24 shots as he nursed a 
1-0 lead created by Logan 
Couture’s first-period goal. 
COYOTES 2, WILD 1 
GLENDALE, Arizona (AP) 

— Mike Smith stopped 21 
shots, Lauri Korpikoski and 
Martin Hanzal both scored, 
and Phoenix extended its 
point streak to five games 
with a win over Minnesota. 
Korpikoski scored his fourth 
goal — all against Finnish 
goaltenders — in the first 
period, and Hanzal got his 
third in three games in the 
second. Smith was sharp 
for the second straight 
start, giving up a goal on 
a turnover in the second 
period and fighting off a 


The Associated Press 

Brandon Webb, who won 
the National League Cy 
Young pitching award in 
2006 and was one of the 
top pitchers in baseball be¬ 
fore being beset by arm in¬ 
juries, is retiring. 

The right-hander's agents, 
Mike Montana and Jona¬ 
than Maurer of Millenni¬ 
um Sports Management, 
confirmed Monday that 
Webb was calling it a ca¬ 
reer. “He has worked so 
hard over the past three 
years to come back but his 
shoulder just wouldn't allow 
it to happen," Montana 
said in an email. “He’s a first 
class guy with a great fam¬ 
ily that he'll get to spend 


power play by the Wild in 
the closing minutes. 

Zach Parise scored his 
200th career goal, and 
Niklas Backstrom stopped 
32 shots for Minnesota. 
The Wild went more than 
15 minutes without a shot 
spanning the second and 
third periods and hit the 
post twice to remain win¬ 
less on the road this season 
(0-3-1). 

STARS 3, AVALANCHE 2 
DENVER (AP) — Jamie Benn 


more time with now.” 

The 33-year-old Webb 
hasn’t pitched in the ma¬ 
jors since 2009 because 
of shoulder problems. He 
came up with Arizona in 
2003 and had a 2.84 ERA 
in 180 innings. He pitched 
more than 200 innings each 
of the next five seasons for 
the Diamondbacks, using 
his heavy sinker to win a Cy 
Young and earn three All- 
Star selections. He finished 
second in the Cy Young 
voting in both 2007 and 
‘08, winning a total of 40 
games those seasons. 

He threw four innings with 
the Diamondbacks in 
2009, leaving his first start 
of the season with an ach- 


scored his first two goals 
of the season, and Dallas 
beat Colorado, spoiling 
the night for Milan Hejduk 
as the Avalanche forward 
was honored for playing in 
his 1,000th NHL game. 
Brenden Morrow also 
scored, and Kari Lehtonen 
made 29 saves for Dallas. 
Hejduk had a goal — as he 
did in his first career game 
— and P.A. Parenteau 
added another in Colo¬ 
rado's first home loss of the 


season. 

There was a scary moment 
early in the game when 
referee Chris Rooney was 
hit by a puck after a shot 
by Dallas defenseman Ja¬ 
mie Oleksiak deflected off 
the skate of Colorado’s 
Paul Stastny. 

The puck appeared to 
carom off the head of 
Rooney, who stayed down 
behind the Avalanche net. 
Rooney eventually skated 
off the ice. 


No update was given on 
his condition. 

Benn and Morrow staked 
the Stars to a 2-0, first-peri¬ 
od lead. 

Hejduk skated in his 1,000th 
NHL game, becoming the 
30th player to reach that 
milestone with the same 
organization. He is the first 
player to do it with Colo¬ 
rado. 

HURRICANES 4, MAPLE 
LEAFS 1 

TORONTO (AP) — Jordan 
Staal scored his first goal 
with the Hurricanes, and 
his brother Eric added the 
winner in Carolina’s victory 
over Toronto. 

Jeff Skinner had three as¬ 
sists, Patrick Dwyer added 
a goal and an assist, and 
Justin Faulk also scored 
for Carolina. Cam Ward 
backed up the offense with 
a 41-save performance. 
Matt Frattin scored the 
only goal for the Maple 
Leafs. James Reimer made 
35 saves. 

CANUCKS 3, OILERS 2 
EDMONTON, Alberta (AP) 
— Chris Tanev scored at 
4:40 of overtime, and Van¬ 
couver rallied for its sea¬ 
son-high third straight vic¬ 
tory, topping Edmonton. 
With just 2:17 remaining 
in regulation, and the Oil¬ 
ers holding a 2-1 lead, the 
Canucks tied it with a long 
shot from Kevin Bieksa that 
beat goalie Devan Dubnyk 
stick-side and forced over¬ 
time. 

Taylor Hall was awarded 
a penalty shot for the Oil¬ 
ers with 2:47 gone in OT, 
after he was hooked 
down by Daniel Sedin on 
a breakaway, but Hall was 
stopped by Roberto Lu- 
ongo, who finished with 23 
saves. 

Jannik Hansen also scored 
in regulation for the Ca¬ 
nucks (5-2-2), who ex¬ 
tended their lead atop the 
Northwest Division. 

Ales Hemsky and Ryan 
Smyth had goals for the 
Oilers (4-3-2), who have 
lost three in a row. Dubnyk 
stopped 37 shots. 

In other NHL manes it was 
Carolina 4, Toronto 1; Dal¬ 
las 3, Colorado 2; Phoenix 

2, Minnesota 1; Vancouver 

3, Edmonton 2, OT; and 
Anaheim 2, San Jose 1 .□ 


2006 Cy Young award winner Brandon Webb retires 



Diamondbacks ace Brandon Webb (on the way to his 
22nd win last season on Sept. 22, 2008) could be fac¬ 
ing one of baseball’s most daunting medical procedures. 
Associated Press 

ing shoulder and missing Texas Rangers, but never 
the rest of the season. In pitched in a regular-sea- 
2011, he signed with the son game.Q 
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Detroit Pistons guard Kyle Singles left, gets tangled up with New 
York Knicks center Tyson Chandler (6) the first half of an NBA 
basketball game at Madison Square Garden in New York, Mon¬ 
day, Feb. 4, 2013. 

Associated Press 


NBA Capsules 

Continued on Page 19 

That includes a four-game 
sweep of the Mavs in the 
first round of last year’s 
playoffs. 

Shawn Marion was the 
lone bright spot for Dallas, 
hitting 10 of 14 shots and 
scoring 23 points. 

PACERS 111, BULLS 101 
INDIANAPOLIS (AP) — Da¬ 
vid West scored 29 points 
and Paul George had 21 
points, 11 rebounds and 
five assists, leading Indi¬ 
ana past short-handed 
Chicago 111-101 on Mon¬ 
day night for a share of the 
Central Division lead. 

The Pacers have won three 
straight and extended their 
home winning streak to 14, 
matching the team's lon¬ 
gest since 2002-03. 

Marco Belinelli had a sea¬ 
son-high 24 points and 
Nate Robinson had 19 to 
lead the Bulls, 

who lost for only the third 
time in nine games. The 
Bulls played again without 


starting guards Kirk Hin- 
rich (elbow). Derrick Rose 
(knee) and center Joakim 
Noah (foot). The Bulls also 
survived a scare when Be¬ 
linelli crashed to the floor 
clutching his right ankle 
late in the first quarter. 
Indiana seized control with 
a 15-4 run in the third quar¬ 
ter that made it 79-67 with 
4:13 to go. Chicago never 
got closer than four the rest 
of the way. 

WIZARDS 98, CLIPPERS 90 
WASHINGTON (AP) — Mar- 
tell Webster scored 21 
points, and Washington 
broke a four-game losing 
streak against a Los Ange¬ 
les team missing Blake Grif¬ 
fin and Chris Paul. 

With Griffin nursing a 
strained left hamstring and 
Paul still dealing with a 
bruised right kneecap, the 
Wizards pulled away with 
a 7-0 run late in the fourth 
quarter, spurred by a pair 
of big offensive rebounds 
by Nene. 

Nene and Garrett Temple 
scored 15 points apiece, 
Emeka Okafor grabbed 14 


rebounds, and John Wall 
had 13 points and eight 
assists for the Wizards, who 
entered the game tied 
with the Charlotte Bobcats 
for the worst record in the 
NBA. 

Jamal Crawford scored 28 
points, and DeAndre Jor¬ 
dan had a career-high 22 
rebounds for the Clippers. 

HEAT 99, BOBCATS 94 
MIAMI (AP) — LeBron 
James scored 31 points 
and Chris Bosh added 23 
to lead Miami to its 10th 
consecutive victory over 
Charlotte. 

Dwyane Wade had 20 
points and 12 rebounds 
for the Heat, who have 
won nine of their last 10 at 
home. James was 13 for 14 
from the field, for a career- 
best 93 percent shooting. 
The Heat improved to 19-3 
on their home floor. 

Ramon Sessions scored 18 
points for Charlotte, which 
lost its fourth in a row and 
12th in the last 14. Ben Gor¬ 
don had 16 points as six 
Bobcats players scored in 
double digits. 


KNICKS 99, PISTONS 85 
NEW YORK (AP) — Tyson 
Chandler tied a franchise 
record with his third straight 
20-rebound game, Car- 
melo Anthony scored 
27 points, and New York 
cruised to its fifth consecu¬ 
tive victory. 

In a game that was decid¬ 
ed early. Chandler played 


long enough to grab his 
20th rebound midway 
through the fourth quarter. 
After grabbing 20 in victo¬ 
ries on Friday and Saturday 
night, 

he became the first Knicks 
player to have 20 in three 
straight games since Hall 
of Famer Willis Reed in De¬ 
cember 1969.Q 



Aruba Mtmwlci 


Baskin-Robbins 

iuj i i ■ frrfj fnd 

MfPrbt - 

Daher&to 

uftTi lujvr; 

Divi Lep Store 

frg mW purtar 

Dun kin Danul s 

1 fMH Qmwfr re t Ifi ptYiiScn-f pJ 

Fuwon 

iHcppr ffaur £b!Jbr fr/feririsprari 
pfm £PM 
inadb 7jvn ■ 



Intermezzo iku* 

Wf litas 1 =■ 

Juan ValdK Coffee 

EurtGmtimkilkffmt 

Sjpm ■ JLpn 

Li tile Caesars Pizza 

IrtEfFro/ii forafu.in'i 
large Ptm? ■ ikit 


r-PpiiTi 

Subway 

1 FStf Wfbfwtitw 

The Lazy lizard 

fffil GilY wOb juv-rfrow 

The Market 

£6.95 SWiT H OnSffli Fite 

ItS i >4 JIM of Abu £ fna . 4f tor 


Where Aruba goes to play! 

Open daily Idam t*4am ■ J.E. Irausqnin Blvd -47 ■ 5&3.5000 ■ ttww,(asinoalhambr.uom 

i3ic iui lu in in i Wan cl we :ujn l i :u:i lunm up imi n ciiiim mi hl ii ~iil fiehe - m 




CASINO AND SHOPS 


Wednesday, February 6 -epm-iopm 


Aruba 


FPIf Gift mtt\ purr.trai 1 
fijhTI - r > i| |i ifc« qpq 


Ginger 


lijftHYill J Ll* LVSrF $ If fJL 







































20ICDADTC 

WEDNESDAY 6 FEBRUARYlwF Wil I W _ 

Maze wins super-G gold at ski worlds, Vonn crashes 



Slovenia’s Tina Maze speeds down the course during the women’s super-G, at the Alpine skiing 
world championships in Schladming, Austria, Tuesday, Feb.5, 2013. 

Associated Press 



Slovenia’s gold medal winner Tina Maze, center, is flanked by 
Switzerland's silver medalist Lara Gut, left, and United States' 
bronze medalist Julia Mancuso during the medal ceremony af¬ 
ter the women's super-G, at the Alpine skiing world champion¬ 
ships in Schladming, Austria, Tuesday, Feb.5, 2013. 

Associated Press 


ERIC WILLEMSEN 
Associated Press 
SCHLADMING, Austria (AP) 

— Tina Maze became the 
first Slovenian skier to win a 
world championship gold 
medal in a speed event on 
Tuesday, taking the open¬ 
ing women’s super-G in a 
race that was overshad¬ 
owed by an ugly crash in¬ 
volving Lindsey Vonn. 

The American tore liga¬ 
ments in her right knee 
and will miss the rest of the 
season. Vonn lost balance 
while landing after a jump 
and was taken to a hospital 
by helicopter. 

Maze won the race in all- 
attacking style in 1 minute, 
35.39 seconds, beating 
Lara Gut of Switzerland by 
0.38. Julia Mancuso of the 
United States came 0.52 
behind in third. 

“The gold medal means a 
lot to me,” said Maze, who 
is having a standout sea¬ 
son in the World Cup and 
is quickly closing in on the 
overall title. “I had a great 
run. Slovenia is a small 
country and has so many 
great athletes. That makes 
me really happy." 

The race had been de¬ 
layed by 3'/ 2 hours because 
of thick fog hanging over 
the course, and was called 
off after 36 racers because 
new clouds of fog were 
moving in. The results stand 
as the top-30 racers had 
started their run. 

“I was prepared for a long 
day," said Maze, who now 
has four world champion¬ 
ship medals. “World cham¬ 
pionships are special, you 
have to stay focused. I 
knew we would race today 
despite all the delays.” 


The Slovenian called the 
race “not easy.” Days of 
snow and rain had af¬ 
fected the course and 
softened the surface espe¬ 
cially in the lower part. The 
evening before the race, 
FIS women’s race director 
Atle Skaardal called it an 
“extreme situation.” The 
fog further complicated 
matters. 

The clouds caused poor 
visibility in the middle sec¬ 
tion, the steepest part of 
the 2.19-kilometer Streicher 
course where skiers race at 
up to 100 kph (62 mph). 
Organizers repeatedly de¬ 
layed the start, which was 
initially scheduled for 1000 
GMT. Clouds finally moved 
after three hours. Despite 
light snowfall and rain set¬ 
ting in, the race was start¬ 
ed. 

Several racers struggled 


with the changing condi¬ 
tions, with favorites like Ma¬ 
ria Hoefl-Riesch of Germa¬ 
ny and Anna Fenninger of 
Austria missing gates and 
failing to finish, and Viktoria 
Rebensburg of Germany 
coming 0.94 off the leading 


time in eighth. 

“It was OK,” Maze replied 
when being asked whether 
the race should have been 
started. “World champi¬ 
onship races often have 
special conditions. The mis¬ 
takes from the girls were 


not because of the slope.” 
Mancuso wasn’t fully sat¬ 
isfied with the run that 
earned her a fifth world 
championship medal, two 
years after winning silver 
in super-G in Garmisch- 
Partenkirchen, Germany. 
“It's always really nice to 
win a medal but of course 
I know I could have a bet¬ 
ter run,” the American said. 
“It was not a perfect run. 
My brain shut off halfway 
down the course so that's 
why I had some mistakes 
but I knew I was going fast. 
This was the kind of course 
on which you have to be 
on the limit." 

Mancuso said it was “really 
hard" to race after Vonn, 
who started three racers 
earlier, had crashed. 

“I didn’t see it on TV," said 
Mancuso, who was in the 
start gate preparing for her 
run when the incident hap¬ 
pened. “Hopefully she’s 
OK.” Vonn fell after a long 
jump, her ski came off im¬ 
mediately, and she slid off 
course and hit a gate be¬ 
fore coming to a halt. 

The four-time overall World 
Cup champion received 
medical treatment on the 
slope for 12 minutes before 
being taken to the hospital. 
She left for the team hotel 
later Tuesday. 

Vonn trailed Maze by 0.12 
seconds shortly before the 
crash. The race continued 
after another 15-minute 
delay. 

Gut had two mistakes in 
the turning middle part that 
slowed her down but at¬ 
tacked the bottom part for 
a strong finish to earn her 
third world championship 
medal — all in silver. □ 



This Sept. 10, 2012 image released by Sports Illustrated shows a 
model being photographed on location in Guilin, China, for the 
2013 Sports Illustrated Swimsuit issue. Sports Illustrated took its 
models to all seven continents for the first time. 

Associated Press 


SI shoots on 7 continents 
for swimsuit issue 


NEW YORK (AP) — Few would think about 
swimming in Antarctica, but Sports Illus¬ 
trated took its models there for its annual 
swimsuit issue — shooting on all seven con¬ 
tinents for the first time. 

The around-the-globe effort will be chroni¬ 
cled by the Travel Channel in a special on 
Feb. 17. Sports Illustrated said Tuesday it’s 
the first to do a fashion shoot in Antarctica, 
where temperatures were subfreezing. 


Among the locations featured are Namib¬ 
ia, China, Australia and Easter Island, one 
of the most remote places on Earth. 
Swimsuit magazine editor MJ Day says it 
took seven months to complete. 

Sports Illustrated will reveal its cover Mon¬ 
day. 

It can be a star-making opportunity. Last 
year's cover model was Kate Upton. The 
magazine hits newsstands Feb. 120 
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Niners have better chance than Ravens to be back 



San Francisco 49ers quarterback Colin Kaepernick signals a plays against the Baltimore Ravens during the first half of the NFL Super 
Bowl XLVII football game, Sunday, Feb. 3, 2013, in New Orleans. Associated Press 


BARRY WILNER 
AP Pro Football Writer 
NEW ORLEANS (AP) — The 

Baltimore Ravens carried 
off the Lombardi Trophy. 
Their beaten opponent has 
a better chance of doing it 
next season. 

San Francisco running 
back Frank Gore insisted 
the 49ers were the more 
talented team even after 
losing 34-31 to the Ravens 
in Sunday’s Super Bowl. 
The scoreboard said oth¬ 
erwise, but when the con¬ 
ference champions meet 
at the Meadowlands next 
February — yes, outdoors 
in the dead of winter for 
the NFL crown — the Niners 
easily could represent the 
National Football Confer¬ 
ence. 

“I'd say we’ve got a great 
group of guys in the locker 
room, great warriors," Gore 
said, “and I’m not going 
to promise anything next 
year, but we're going to 
fight to get back here.” 

The toughest fight might 
be in their own division with 
Seattle and rapidly improv¬ 
ing St. Louis. The Seahawks 
were the only team to al¬ 
low fewer points than the 
49ers, and their rivalry — 
including the semi-feud 
between coaches Jim 
Harbaugh and Pete Carroll 
— adds spice to the NFC 
West. 

But the 49ers have to be 
the NFC favorite after los¬ 
ing in overtime to the Gi¬ 
ants for the conference 
title last year, then barely 
falling to the Ravens on 
Sunday night. 

“This is kind of tough, to 
get this far and let every¬ 
thing slip away through 
your hands,” said Ahmad 
Brooks, part of the best 
linebacking corps in the 
league, along with All-Pros 
Patrick Willis, Aldon Smith 
and NaVorro Bowman. 
“The funny thing about it is, 
within the next few months, 


we're going to start trying 
to get back to the same 
place that we're at right 
now.” 

As will the Ravens, but their 
challenge is more impos¬ 
ing. 

Unlike the 49ers, who fig¬ 
ure to lose virtually no im¬ 
portant parts — receiver 
Randy Moss, perhaps, but 
he was a marginal player 
in 2012 — the Ravens have 
bid adieu to their great¬ 
est player, linebacker Ray 
Lewis. Not only will they 
miss his performances on 
the field and his presence 
in the locker room, but he 
was the emotional engine 
in Baltimore. 

The leadership burden will 
fall on two players whose 
contracts have expired 
but likely will be back with 
the Ravens: Super Bowl 
Most Valuable Player quar¬ 
terback Joe Flacco and 
veteran safety Ed Reed. 
Flacco almost certainly will 


get the franchise tag at 
more than $14 million if he 
can’t agree to a long-term 
deal. But in the current NFL, 
winning without a top-level 
QB is impossible, and there 
can be no arguing now 
about Flacco belonging in 
that class. 

Reed wants to return and 
the Ravens recognize how 
unwise it would be to let 
both Lewis and Reed leave 
at the same time — even 
after winning their second 
Super Bowl in 12 seasons. 

“I always said when I came 
into the league and got 
drafted that I didn’t want 
to be one of those guys 
jumping from team to 
team,” Reed said during 
Super Bowl week. 
Regardless, the Ravens will 
be a force — odds makers 
have placed them behind 
New England and Denver 
in the AFC next season — 
and one of the NFL’s most 
prolific offensive teams. 


Flacco throwing to the su¬ 
perb trio of wide receivers 
Anquan Boldin and Torrey 
Smith and tight end Dennis 
Pitta, plus the versatility of 
running back Ray Rice and 
a stud backup in Bernard 
Pierce says so. Flacco’s 
protection from the line 
and All-Pro fullback Vonta 
Leach was impeccable in 
the postseason, helping 
Flacco throw for a record- 
tying 11 TDs with no inter¬ 
ceptions. 

The defense, oddly 
enough considering Balti¬ 
more's reputation, needs 
some work. But linebacker 
Terrell Suggs will be even 
healthier — he came back 
quickly from a torn Achilles 
tendon — and top corner- 
back Lardarius Webb re¬ 
turns from a knee injury. 
Just like the 49ers, the Ra¬ 
vens have a tough task in 
their division. Cincinnati is 
young, but has made the 
playoffs the last two years. 


Pittsburgh never remains 
dormant for long. 

Should these two clubs 
make it to the first out¬ 
door Super Bowl at a 
cold-weather site, would 
Baltimore have the edge 
because it's used to such 
conditions? And because 
it's a three-hour drive from 
MetLife Stadium, will Ra¬ 
vens fans be out in force 
even more than they were 
in the Big Easy? 

Or would the 49ers’ im¬ 
mense talent base be 
overwhelming? 

Food for thought over the 
next 11 months. 

“We’ve got to look at this 
as a blessing because we 
didn’t have to be here, 
but we made it,” tight end 
Vernon Davis said. “We’ve 
always got next year; 
we've got next season. We 
might as well look forward 
to next season, keep our 
hopes high and continue 
to climb.”□ 
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Sex Cancer 


8 /: Dr. Carlos Viana 


Many people might not 
equate cancer and sex to¬ 
gether. We know that sex, 
through the transmission 
of the HIV virus can be life 
threatening, but there are 
more problems. Cancer is a 
medical condition where a 
malignant tumor or growth 
caused when cells multiply 
uncontrollably, destroys 
healthy tissue. There are 
different forms of cancers 
that take place in differ¬ 
ent parts of your body. 
My mother Nora's sister 
died twenty-five years ago 
of cervical cancer. Aunt 
Lila's death angered me 
at the time because Lila 
was involved in propagat¬ 
ing regular pelvic exami¬ 
nations that could detect 
early stages of cancer 
in the cervix for the Pub¬ 
lic Health Department in 
Venezuela. Unlike most 
cancers, cervical cancer 
can be prevented and if 
caught early enough can 
be successfully treated. 
A test developed more 
than 60 years ago by Dr. 
George Papanicolaou; 
the Pap smear is now a 
standard gynecological 
screening test during a pel¬ 
vic exam. A Pap smear is 
a test that will collect cells 
from the cervix, the lower, 
end of the uterus. Labora¬ 
tory analysis of the sample 
is used to look for abnor¬ 
malities that might suggest 
the presence of cervical 
cancer or infection and in¬ 
flammation. The American 
Cancer Society recom¬ 
mends that women have 
their first Pap smear three 
years after first having 
sexual relations, or at age 
21 if they have not been 


sexually active. Profession¬ 
ally, I suggest these tests 
begin earlier since most 
young women are sexu¬ 
ally active by age sixteen. 
The cause of almost all cas¬ 
es of cervical cancer is a vi¬ 
rus that is sexually transmit¬ 
ted. Unfortunately, the Pap 
test may not find abnormal 
cells until cancer already 
has developed. Luckily 
there is a test you can have 
along with your Pap smear 
to detect the virus that 
causes those abnormal 
cells called the human Pap¬ 
illomavirus test (HPV test). 
HPV virus has become an 
epidemic. In healthy indi¬ 
viduals the body’s immune 
system fights the HPV virus 
before it causes problems. 
When infected with the HPV 
virus, changes take place 
in the body's cells that may 
develop into cervical can¬ 
cer if not detected and 
treated early. Human pap¬ 
illoma virus is the cause of 
99.7 percent of all cases 
of cervical cancer. Worse, 
cancer that develops from 
HPV is not limited to the 
cervix and if the virus infil¬ 
trates the lymph gland sys¬ 
tem, the cancer-producing 
virus can travel to any part 
of the body. Predictably, a 
woman infected with HPV 
will contract cancer in her 
lifetime and will probably 
eventually die from cancer. 
HPV infection is spread by 
direct skin-to-skin contact 
with infected body fluids 
during vaginal, oral, or anal 
sex. After exposure, warts 
may begin to appearwithin 
several weeks; or they may 
take months or even years 
to appear; or they never 
appear at all. HPV infected 


men or women who do not 
appear to have symptoms 
are as contagious as per¬ 
sons who have visible warts. 
However, not everyone 
who has been exposed to 
the virus will be infected. 
Cancer has countless sec¬ 
ondary causes, but the ba¬ 
sic cause, not enough oxy¬ 
gen in your cells. The HPV vi¬ 
rus converts cells from using 
oxygen to an anaerobic, 
no oxygen metabolism. Vi¬ 
ruses are anaerobic - they 
cannot exist in a healthy 
elevated oxygen environ¬ 
ment, Influenza, Herpes, 
Warts, Measles, Canker 
(Cold) Sores and HPV are 
all anaerobic. They exist 
and grow with little or no 
oxygen present. Increase 
cellular oxygen levels and 
these anaerobic diseases 
cannot replicate and can¬ 
not exist. Lack of oxygen in 
the tissues, because of con¬ 
stant or chronic inflamma¬ 
tion is the basic cause for 
all degenerative disease. 

Lack of oxygen in the tis¬ 
sues is a result of a body 
that is too acidic and is un¬ 
der continuous stress. The 
wrong foods for your meta¬ 
bolic type, modern over¬ 
processed convenience 
foods, pesticides, toxic 
heavy metals, and lack of 
mineral water can all af¬ 
fect your immune system 
by making your body more 
acidic. At Viana Natural 
Healing Center we evalu¬ 
ate health risks and recom¬ 
mend a personal health 
program to lessen inflam¬ 
mation and strengthen 
the immune system. This is 
important for preventa¬ 
tive health, but instrumen¬ 
tal in supporting the body 



under any type of stress. 
Although there has been 
a lot of press coverage 
about HPV vaccine, this is 
not the answer. The vac¬ 
cine, which has been 
responsible for several 
deaths worldwide, hopes 
to protect young women 
from four different types of 
HPV virus. So far medical 
researchers have identi¬ 
fied eighteen different HPV 
types. This is false security. 

Once sexually ac¬ 
tive, a regular pelvic exam¬ 
ination with a Pap smear to 
screen for HPV is key to a 
sexually active woman’s 
health. Instrumental for 
your vaginal and cervi¬ 
cal health is to start and 
continue insisting that a 
condom be used every 
time you engage in sex. 
This not only helps protect 
from HPV, but healthier 
for both partners than all 
alternatives except total 
abstinence, which may 
be unrealistic for most of 
today’s youth. Conditions 
such as vaginitis and yeast 
infection usually produce 
symptoms, while cervical 
dysplasia or cancers often 
do not. Gynecological ex¬ 
aminations may be used 
to view the cervix or obtain 
biopsy tissue and freezing 
therapy may be used to 
remove abnormal cervical 
tissue, but nothing will cure 
you from the HPV virus. 

Get The Point! The 



bad news is that too many 
women are still getting cer¬ 
vical cancer and are still 
dying. This, however, can 
change for the better if 
woman and men insist that 
their sexual partners use 
condoms. We need to re¬ 
alize that a woman infect¬ 
ed with HPV can give an¬ 
other woman, through sex¬ 
ual contact the virus and 
infected men, who usually 
do not show symptoms can 
infect countless women. 
To protect our health we 
need to learn more about 
the health consequences 
of sexual contact and re¬ 
alize that by being careful 
it does not mean that you 
trust your partner any less. 
Call for an appointment. 
Let us teach you how to 
keep cancer and other dis¬ 
eases out of your love life. 

CARLOS VIANA, Ph. D. is 
an Oriental Medical Doc¬ 
tor (O.M.D.) having studied 
in China; a US Board Cert. 
Clinical Nutritionist (C.C.N.), 
an Addiction Professional 
(C.Ad.), Chairperson of the 
Latin American Committee 
of the International Acad¬ 
emy of Oral Medicine and 
Toxicology (IAOMT), a Re¬ 
juvenating Cell Therapist 
specializing in Age Man¬ 
agement, has a weekly 
radio program, writes and 
lectures extensively. For 
information: VIANA HEAL¬ 
ING CENTER, Kibaima 7, 
St Cruz TEL; 585-1270 Web 
Site: www.vianaheal.com 
Dr. Viana’s NEW BOOK: 
Prescriptions from Paradise. 

Introduction to Biocompat¬ 

ible Medicine - Available 
at local Bookstores, Hotel 
Gift shops and Boticas. 
Signed copies at Viana 
Healing Center, EBook on 
www.amazon.com. check 
for Events at: facebook. 
com/vianahealingcenter 
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Pew: Most Facebook users take a break 


BARBARA ORTUTAY 
AP Technology Writer 
NEW YORK (AP) — Too 

much drama, boredom 
and scads of irrelevant in¬ 
formation are just some of 
the reasons Facebook us¬ 
ers give for taking a break 
from the world’s biggest 
social networking site for 
weeks at a time, accord¬ 
ing to a new study. 

A report from the Pew Re¬ 
search Center's Internet 
and American Life Proj¬ 
ect found that some 61 
percent of Facebook us¬ 
ers had taken a hiatus of 
at least several weeks for 
myriad reasons, whether 
they were weary from an 
onslaught of gossip, or for 
the more pious, the arrival 
of Lent. 

Yet the use of Facebook, 
whether constant or not, is 
pervasive in America. 

Of the American adults 
who use the Internet, 67 
percent are on Facebook, 
Pew found. 

That compares with 20 per¬ 
cent who use Linkedln and 
16 percent who are on 
Twitter. 

But users do come and 
go, some temporarily, and 
some for good. Seven 
percent of Internet users 
said they used Facebook 
at one point but no lon¬ 
ger do. By its own count, 
Facebook Inc. has 1.06 bil¬ 
lion users worldwide who 
check in at least once a 
month. This includes mil¬ 
lions of duplicate and fake 
accounts. More than 150 


million users are in the U.S. 
The largest slice of users, 
20 percent, said that they 
were simply too busy with 
their own lives to follow the 
constant stream of status 
updates, George Takei 
quotes and baby photos. 
Privacy and security con¬ 
cerns, which have re¬ 
ceived plenty of media 
coverage, were low on the 
list. Only 4 percent of peo¬ 
ple gave these reasons, 
combined with concerns 
about ads and spam, as 
their “Facebook vacation" 
motivation. 

Lee Rainie, director of the 
Internet and American 
Life Project, said privacy 
is more of a big policy 
question that people do 
not concern themselves 
with day-by-day. Rather, 
people are contemplating 
how they spend their time 
and allocate their atten¬ 
tion. 

“People are making inter¬ 
esting calibrations and re¬ 
calibrations” about how 
they spend their time and 
about the worth of con¬ 
stantly staying connected 
to friends, family and oth¬ 
ers online, Rainie said. 

And while people do take 
Facebook breaks, Internet 
users are logging in more 
frequently than ever, the 
study found. 

Among other interesting 
tidbits: 

— 59 percent of Facebook 
users said the site is about 
as important to them as it 
was a year ago. 
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In this Tuesday, Jan. 15, 2013, file photo, Facebook CEO Mark Zuckerberg speaks at Facebook 
headquarters in Menlo Park, Calif. Facebook reports fourth-quarter earnings on Wednesday, Jan. 
30, 2013. Associated Press 


— 12 percent said Face- 
book is more important to 
them than it was a year 
ago and 28 percent said 
it has become less impor¬ 
tant. 

— 8 percent said they took 
a break from Facebook 
because they were spend¬ 
ing too much time using it. 

— 69 percent said they 
plan to spend the same 
amount of time on Face- 
book in the coming year. 
Twenty-seven percent 
plan to spend less time 
on the site and 3 percent, 
more time. 

Responding to the report, 
Facebook said that its 
growth and user engage¬ 
ment remains strong. 

“As we announced last 


week, Facebook has 
grown daily active users 
across all regions, ending 
the year with more than 1 
billion monthly active users, 
618 million daily active us¬ 
ers and 680 million people 
accessing Facebook from 
mobile devices,” accord¬ 
ing to a company state¬ 
ment. “Our announce¬ 
ment came on the heels 
of independent analyst 
reports which concluded 
that Facebook is the most 
downloaded mobile app 
in the U.S., and that time 
spent on Facebook ac¬ 
counts for over 20 percent 
of all time spent on mobile 
apps in the US.” 

The Pew study of 1,006 U.S. 
adults was done in De¬ 


cember. It has a margin 
of error of 3.6 percentage 
pointsO 



Beach Villas at Divi Phoenix (NEW) 

Wk 7,8,9 IB & 2B units from $9500 
Marriott Aruba Surf Club 

Platinum Season 

OV $18k OS$19kOF$29K 

3 BEDRM $29k 

Plat Plus Holiday 51 OV-$42k 

Plat Plus NY 52 OV- $49k 

GOLD Season 

OS $1 Ok OV $9500 

Oceanfront$17k 

3 BEDRM OV $17,000 

Marriott Aruba Ocean Club 

Platinum 2BOV$19k 
Oceanfront PLAT $29k 
Platinum 1 BOV $12,500 
Gold season 2B OV $10,000 
Oceanfront 2B $17,000 
1B Oceanfront $9,500 
La Cabana Beach & Racquet Club 

"Preferred Resale Company** 

ALL summer & fall weeks starting 
at $3k 

Studio, IBdrm & 2Bdrm available. 
Costa Linda & Playa Linda inventory 
We also RENT Aruba weeks for 
owners. 

Contact us to BUY, SELL or RENT any 
timeshare property. 
www.concieraerealtv.com 

Concierge Realty 
Michelle Donato 
michelledonato@cfl.rr.com 

Licensed Real Estate Broker 
888-888-2204 X-101 
321-206-6293 Local Florida 


If you have 
interest in 
selling or 
Buying ANY 
timeshare 
contact us! 

Michelle Donato 



OntUD^| 

Best & Solid Real Estate 


Bubali 113-C 

WELL PRICED TOWNHOUSE 
LOCATED IN POPULAR 
UPSCALE SMALL RESIDENCY, 
CLOSE TO EAGLE BEACH. 

This well kept townhouse 
is built on 479 m 2 / 5269 sf 
of property land. 

The property comes with: 
landscaped, private garden, 
fully airconditioned,free 
standing maidsroom, private 
(paved) parking, 3 bedrooms 
and 2 bathrooms and more. 



mi 


US $ 289. 


Palm Beach 4-G 
Tel.: 586 4242 
www.arubahouses.com 
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S&P sued over pre-crisis 


C. REXRODE 
DANIEL WAGNER 
AP Business Writers 
WASHINGTON (AP) — The 

U.S. government says Stan¬ 
dard & Poor’s knowingly 
inflated its ratings on risky 
mortgage investments that 
helped trigger the 2008 fi¬ 
nancial crisis. 

The credit rating agen¬ 
cy gave high marks to 
mortgage-backed securi¬ 
ties because it wanted to 
earn more business from 
the banks that issued the 
investments, the Justice 
Department alleges in civil 
charges filed in federal 
court in Los Angeles. 

The government is de¬ 
manding that S&P to pay 
at least $5 billion in penal¬ 
ties. 

The case is the govern¬ 
ment’s first major action 
against one of the cred¬ 


it rating agencies that 
stamped their approval on 
Wall Street’s soon-to-im- 
plode mortgage bundles. 
It marks a milestone for the 
Justice Department, which 
has long been criticized for 
failing to act aggressively 
against the companies 
that contributed to the cri¬ 
sis. S&P, a unit of New York- 
based McGraw-Hill Cos., 
called the lawsuit “merit¬ 
less.” 

“Hindsight is no basis to 
take legal action against 
the good-faith opinions of 
professionals,” the com¬ 
pany said in a statement. 
“Claims that we deliberate¬ 
ly kept ratings high when 
we knew they should be 
lower are simply not true.” 
According to the lawsuit, 
S&P knew that home pric¬ 
es were falling and that 
borrowers were having 



The government is demanding Standard & Poor's, a division of 
McGraw-Hill, to pay at least $5 billion in penalties. 

(AP Photo/Mark Lennihan) 


mortgages 

trouble repaying loans. Yet 
these realities weren’t re¬ 
flected in the safe ratings 
S&P gave to complex real- 
estate investments known 
as mortgage-backed se¬ 
curities and collateralized 
debt obligations. 

At least one S&P executive 
who had raised concerns 
about the company's pro¬ 
posed methods for rating 
investments was ignored. 
S&P executives expressed 
concern that lowering the 
ratings on some invest¬ 
ments would anger the 
clients selling these invest¬ 
ments and drive new busi¬ 
ness to S&P's rivals, the 
government claims. 

“Put simply, this alleged 
conduct is egregious — 
and it goes to the very 
heart of the recent finan¬ 
cial crisis,” Attorney Gen¬ 
eral Eric Holder said at a 
news conference Tuesday. 
The government charged 
S&P under a law intended 
to make sure banks invest 
safely. If S&P is found to 
have committed civil viola¬ 
tions, it could face not only 
fines but also limits on how 
it does business. There are 
no criminal charges, which 
would require a higher bur¬ 
den of proof. 

McGraw-Hill shares 

dropped $2.72, or 5.4 per¬ 
cent, to $47.58 in morn¬ 
ing trading Tuesday after 
plunging nearly 14 percent 
on Monday after the law¬ 
suit was first reported. □ 


Due to settlement: 

BP profit drops 79 percent in Q4 


DANICA KIRKA 
Associated Press 
LONDON (AP) — Oil and 

gas giant BP’s profit fell 
nearly 80 percent in the 
fourth quarter in results re¬ 
leased Tuesday, dragged 
down by payouts related 
to the Gulf of Mexico oil 
spill. 

BP said that net profit fell 
to $1.62 billion in the three 
months ending Dec. 31, 
down from $7.69 billion in 
the same period the year 
before. BP took a loss of 
$3.85 billion for its settle¬ 
ment of all federal crimi¬ 
nal charges with the U.S. 


government. Underlying 
replacement cost profit for 
the period, which strips out 
the changes in the value 
of inventories, was down 
20 percent on the same 
period last year at $3.98 
billion. 

The company’s settlement 
with the U.S. Justice De¬ 
partment shut the book on 
the criminal probe of BP's 
role in the 2010 Deepwater 
Horizon disaster and Gulf 
oil spill, but civil claims re¬ 
main. The London-based 
oil giant could pay billions 
more in damages for the 
2010 spill. 


Nevertheless, the results 
surpassed analysts’ predic¬ 
tions, and BP said that its 
downstream activities — 
refining and sale of petro¬ 
leum products — earned 
a record amount for the 
year. Chief Executive Bob 
Dudley said in a statement 
that the result “lays a solid 
foundation for growth into 
the long term.” 

“We will continue to see the 
impact of this reshaping 
work in our reported results 
in 2013,” Dudley said. “By 
2014, I expect the underly¬ 
ing financial momentum to 
be strongly evident.”□ 




Slumping personal computer maker Dell announced Tuesday, 
Feb. 5,2013, it is bowing out of the stock market in a $24.4 billion 
buyout that represents the largest deal of its kind since the Great 
Recession dried up the financing for such risky maneuvers. 

(AP Photo/Paul Sakuma) 

Dell agrees to $24B buyout 


Kirk Ladendorf 
© 2013 Cox Newspapers 
AUSTIN, Texas - Dell Inc. 
has agreed to be bought 
by an investment group 
headed by CEO and 
founder Michael Dell for a 
little more than $24 billion, 
the company said Tues¬ 
day. 

Shareholders in the Round 
Rock, Texas-based com¬ 
pany will receive $13.65 
a share if the deal goes 
through, bringing the total 
value of the transaction to 
$24.4 billion, the company 
said. 

The deal would be the larg¬ 
est leveraged buyout since 
the start of the world finan¬ 
cial crisis in 2008. Dell Inc. 
expects the deal will be 
approved by shareholders 
and completed before the 
end of July. 

Dell will team with a Cali¬ 
fornia investment compa¬ 
ny, Silver Lake Partners, in 
the deal. Also participat¬ 
ing is MSD Capital, Michael 
Dell’s personal investment 
company. Microsoft Corp., 
the world's largest software 
company, has agreed to 
lend $2 billion to help fi¬ 
nance the deal. 

Dell board member Alex 
Mandl said a special com¬ 
mittee of the company 
board of directors and its 
advisers studied the deal 
carefully to protect "the 
best outcome for share¬ 
holders.” 

Michael Dell will continue 
to head the company dur¬ 
ing the transition. 

"I believe this transaction 
will open an exciting new 
chapter for Dell, our cus¬ 


tomers and team mem¬ 
bers," Michael Dell said in 
a written statement. "We 
can deliver immediate val¬ 
ue to stockholders, while 
we continue the execution 
of our long-term strategy 
and focus on best-in-class 
solutions to our customers 
as a private enterprise. 
"Dell has made solid prog¬ 
ress executing this strategy 
over the past four years, 
but we recognize that it 
will still take more time, in¬ 
vestment and patience, 
and I believe our efforts 
will be better supported by 
partnering with Silver Lake 
(Partners) in our shared vi¬ 
sion. I am committed to 
this journey and I have 
put a substantial amount 
of my own capital at risk 
together with Silver Lake, 
a world-class investor with 
an outstanding reputa¬ 
tion. We are committed to 
delivering an unmatched 
customer experience and 
excited to pursue the path 
ahead.” 

Dell, the third-largest mak¬ 
er of personal computers, 
has been under pressure in 
the past year from declin¬ 
ing PC sales and intensify¬ 
ing pressure from low-cost 
competitors in Asia. 

The company’s shipments 
of PCs dropped by nearly 
21 percent in the quarter 
ended in December, ac¬ 
cording to the Interna¬ 
tional Data Corp. market 
research firm. 

Michael Dell first ap¬ 
proached the board in 
August of last year with 
the concept of taking the 
company private.O 
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Stocks see late day rally; Dow up 99 



David Lomas, center, the head of BlackRock’s Global Financial 
Institutions Group within BlackRock's Institutional business, is ap¬ 
plauded as he rings the New York Stock Exchange opening bell, 
Tuesday, Feb. 5, 2013. 

(AP Photo/Richard Drew) 


C. REXRODE 
STEVE ROTHWELL 
AP Business Writers 
NEW YORK (AP) — The 

stock market bounced 
back Tuesday following a 
surge in U.S. home prices 
and signs of recovery in 
Europe’s economy. Strong 
earnings reports also 
helped power the gains. 
The Dow Jones industrial 
average ended the day 
99.22 points, or 0.7 per¬ 
cent, higher at 13,979.30, 
erasing a large part of its 
loss from Monday. The in¬ 
dex traded above 14,000 
during the day before fall¬ 
ing back in the last hour. 
The Standard & Poor's 500 
gained 15.59 points, or 1 
percent, to 1,511.29. The 
Nasdaq composite was 
up 40.41 points, or 1.3 per¬ 
cent, to 3,171.58. 

The rise follows two days of 
whiplash. On Monday, the 
Dow dropped 129 points, 
its worst sell-off of the 
year so far, as fears about 
Europe’s finances resur¬ 
faced. That drop came 
after the index gained 
149 points Friday, closing 
above 14,000 for the first 
time since 2007. 

After strong gains for stocks 
this year, investors are 
wondering whether they 
should sell now, or wait 
and see if the rally still has 
legs, said Brad Reynolds, 
chief investment officer at 
LJPR, Inc. 

“The market is extremely 
skittish right now, that’s 
why we're seeing such big 
moves,” said Reynolds. 
Tuesday’s advance was 


driven by new data show¬ 
ing that U.S. home prices 
rose in December at the 
fastest pace in more than 
six years. CoreLogic, a real 
estate data provider, re¬ 
ported that home prices 
rose 8.3 percent. In Europe, 
a measure of manufactur¬ 
ing and service businesses 
rose to a 10-month high 
January. 

Estee Lauder rose $3.66, or 6 
percent, to $64.71 after re¬ 
porting earnings that beat 
analysts' expectations. 
Profits surged 13 percent at 
the beauty products com¬ 
pany as sales in the U.S. and 
emerging markets rose. 
Computer Sciences Corp., 
an information technology 
services company, was the 
biggest gainer in the S&P 
500. CSC rose $3.84, or 9.2 
percent, to $45.75 after the 
company said it was raising 
its earnings outlook for the 
year because its cost-cut- 
ting efforts were yielding 
better results than it had 
expected. 


Stocks have gotten off to 
a strong start this year. The 
Dow advanced 5.8 per¬ 
cent in January, its best 
start to the year since 1994, 
according to data com¬ 
piled to S&P Dow Jones 
indices. The S&P 500 rose 5 
percent last month. 

Lance Roberts, chief econ¬ 
omist at Streettalk Advi¬ 
sors in Houston, Texas, said 
that's related more to the 
Federal Reserve’s com¬ 
mitment to keep money 
cheap than to companies’ 
performance. If earnings 
are beating estimates, he 
said, it’s largely because 
expectations were so low. 
“If you lower the hurdles 
enough, companies can 
get over them,” Roberts 
said. The fact that individ¬ 
ual investors are starting 
to return to stocks, as they 
have in recent weeks, is 
another sign that the mar¬ 
ket is due for a correction, 
Roberts and other analysts 
have said. 

McGraw-Hill Cos., parent 


of the Standard & Poor's 
ratings agency, fell $5.38, 
or 10.7 percent, to $44.92, 
after the federal govern¬ 
ment sued S&P. The stock 
dropped 14 percent on 
Monday after early reports 
about the lawsuit leaked 
out. The yield on the 10- 
year Treasury note, which 
moves inversely to its price, 
climbed four basis points to 
2 percent. 


Other stocks making big 
moves; 

— Cereal maker Kellogg 
gained 40 cents, or 0.7 
percent, to $58.50, after 
reporting fourth-quarter 
results. It booked a loss 
because of a pension-re¬ 
lated charge, but underly¬ 
ing earnings rose, helped 
partly by the company's 
recent purchase of Pringles 
chips.Q 


Fitch downgrades Dutch outlook to negative 



Police inspect sandbags at a dike in Woltersum, 125 miles north 
of Amsterdam, Netherlands. 

(AP Photo/Harry Tielman) 


AMSTERDAM (AP) — Ratings agency Fitch has down¬ 
graded the Netherlands' outlook from stable to negative 
while reaffirming the country’s AAA rating. 

The agency has cut the outlook based on the country’s 
troubled housing market, where prices are falling fast, 
the level of public debt, and weaknesses in the country's 
banking sector that was highlighted by last week's na¬ 
tionalization of SNS Bank. 

Fitch said Tuesday the nationalization was not enough to 
merit downgrading the country’s long-held AAA sover¬ 
eign rating. 

The agency says the “housing market correction” is worse 
than it had previously expected and will continue to 
weigh on consumer spendingO 
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Conceptis Sudoku 
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Difficulty Level ★ ★ ★ 2/06 


Sudoku is a number-placing puzzle based on 
a 9x9 grid with several given numbers. The 
object is to place the numbers 1 to 9 in the 
empty squares so that each row, each column 
and each 3x3 box contains the same number 
only once. The difficulty level of the Conceptis 
Sudoku increases from Monday to Sunday. 
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ACROSS 

1 One with an 
unending 
prison term 
6 Police spray 
10 Man or boy 

14 Ascended 

15 Diminishes 

16 Ladd or Thicke 

17 Browned bread 

18 Examination 

19 Orange peel 

20 Expanded 
22 Per person 

24 Twelve months 

25 Astounded 

26 _ fir; type of 
Christmas tree 

29 Make a 
become loud 
and emotional 
in public 

30 Old golden 
years 

31 Henry Vlll’s 
royal house 

33 Swedish dollar 
37 Wild hog 
39 Tomorrow’s 
forerunner 

41 Winter flakes 

42 VP Spiro _ 

44 Desert 

transport 

46 Foot digit 

47 Songbirds 
49 Bricklayers 
51 Flows back 

54 List of dishes 

55 Oddly 
coincidental 

56 Advertising 
circular 

60 First word in a 
warning 

61 “Beowulf or 
the “Odyssey” 

63 Fisher or Albert 

64 Margin 

65 Poet Teasdale 

66 Regulations 

67 Pore over 

68 Killed 

69 Sunflower 
healthy snack 

DOWN 

1 Tardy 



Created by Jacqueline E. Mathews 


2/6/13 


Tuesday s Puzzle Solved 



(c) 2013 Tribune Media Services, Inc. 
All Rights Reserved. 


2 Element whose 
symbol is Fe 

3 Baby horse 

4 School 
compositions 

5 Back away 

6 Slightly more 
than a yard 

7 Not up yet 

8 Major network 

9 Manor and the 
land around it 

10 Seattle team 

11 Extraterrestrial 

12 Knight’s spear 

13 Discontinued 

21 Entire range 

23 Young hoodlum 

25 “Get lost!” 

26 “AM _ and the 
Forty Thieves” 

27 Very eager 

28 “_On Me”; Bill 
Withers song 

29 Soft drinks 

32 Piers 

34 Climb _; 
mount 

35 Midday 


36 Astounds 
38 Gave in 
40 Arabian 
Peninsula nation 
43 Usually dry 
stream bed 
45 Columnist Ann 
48 Wall nook 
50 Tame 


51 Passenger 

52 Wear away 

53 Cuban dance 

54 Large parrot 

56 Give work to 

57 Doing nothing 

58 Told a fib 

59 Not as much 
62 Close friend 


©2013 Conceptis Puzzles, Dist. by King Features Syndicate, Inc. 
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Classifieds 


Time Share for sale 
Divi Aruba Phoenix Beach 

Resort.Week 1 and 2 high season. 
Beautiful 1 bdrm.2 full bath.Full ocean 
view.Unit #633. Only 3 years old.Price- 
$40000.00 for 2 weeks.You can 
accelerate 40 years.No broker fee,feel 


free to email any questions. 
Email :www. kazalos@aol .com 

198708 

FOR SALE 

Divi Dutch Village Phase 1 

2 bedroom week 4 23 weeks left on 
contract $12,500 
bohan036@gmail.com 

860-543-3526 in US 


198712 

FOR SALE 

On behalf of Owner 

La Cabana 

Stu wk 2 $4,500 

1 Br wk 4 $6,000 

Call 737-3000 

ITR Realty Inc 
itraruba@gmail.com 

198721 

FOR SALE 

On behalf of Owner 
Paradise Beach 

1 Bdr wk 4 $13,900.00 

Call 737-3000 

ITR Realty Inc 
itraruba@gmail.com 

198721 

FOR SALE 

On behalf of Owner 

Dutch Village 

Studio wk 6, $5,000.00 

Call 737-3000 

ITR Realty Inc 
itraruba@gmail.com 

198721 

FOR SALE 

On behalf of Owner 

Dutch Village 

Studio wk 8, $6,000.00 

Call 737-3000 

ITR Realty Inc 
itraruba@gmail.com 

198721 

FOR SALE 

On behalf of Owner 

Dutch Village 

1 bdr wk 8, $7,500.00 

Top Location 

Call 737-3000 

ITR Realty Inc 
itraruba@gmail.com 

198721 

FOR SALE 

House For Sale by owner 

close to the beach in Alto Vista in 
nice Residential area, property 
land, smart electricity, hot water, 
price reduce $150,000 
for more inf. 594-6639 

198732 

FOR RENT 

Divi Dutch Village 

weeks 2-3-4 Studio 
$1,100 per week sleeps 4 
Contact: Maxine #93 

198549 


FOR SALE 

Paradise Beach Villas 

2 Bedroom- ocean pool view 
week 2&3 $8500 per week 
week 2 one bedroom ocean and 
pool view $5000 
call room 207 jan. 12-19 
e-mail:jpenn34769@aol.com 
after jan. 19 call. 920-7882750 

198395A 

FOR SALE 
Beach Villas 
at the Divi Phoenix 

wk 7 unit # 640 & 641 
2 bedr 3 bath 35 years left 
$36,000.00 

Call Mary at 565-8713 or 
e-mail: macalh@aol.com 

198536 


FOR SALE 

Casa del Mar 

Room 1216-2 bedroom 
presidential week 4+5 
Contact at Casa del Mar 582-7000 
ask for Martin or Marsha 
Room 1119 from Jan 30 th to Feb. 2th 
Room 1407 from Feb. 2th to Feb. 23th 
E-mail: mjb123@earthlink.net 

198543 

FOR SALE 

Time Share by owner 

La Cabana, weeks 5,6 and 7 

1 br418 C 

Sunday check in stunning 
ocean and pool view 
seaandbee@comcast.net 
or call Charlie at La Cabana 
Room 418C 
$10,000 per week 

198707 


Timeshare Rentals 

want to rent your 
Timeshare? or looking for a 
Timeshare to rent? 
go to 

www.rentarubatimeshares.com 

It’s 100% FREE 

No Listing Fee-No Commission 

_ 19872 1 

FOR SALE 

On behalf of Owner 
Marriott Surf Club 

Platinum week (2 wks) 

2 bdr / 2 bath Ocean view 
US$22,500.00 (@wk) 

Call 737-3000 
ITR Realty Inc 
itraruba@gmail.com 

_ 19873 1 

FOR SALE 

Paradise Villas wk 2 studio $2600 
and wk 6 studio at Mill Resort 
$2750 

508-651-0016 
E-mail: rmwjmw@aol.com 
local until 1/21 565-9394 


FOR SALE 

Florida Time Shares for sale 

1 br grand shores West Redding 
Ton beach 

wks 3+4 Gulf Coast 35 min to 
Tampa $1600 each local till 1/21 
565-9394 

usmc53w@aol.com 

508-651-0016 

198512 

FOR RENT 

Paradise Beach Villas 2014 

2 Bedroom- ocean pool view 
week 2&3 $1200 per week 
week 2 one bedroom pool ocean 
view $1000 per week 

call room 207 jan. 12-19 
e-mail:jpenn34769@aol.com 
after jan. 19 call. 920-7882750 

198395 

FOR SALE 

Marriott Surf Club Platinum 

ocean side 2 week 2014 sleep 4 
or 1 week sleep 8 in February or 
March $21,500 
Call USA 001-781-233-8348 

198733 


FOR SALE 

Paradise Beach Villas 

$4200 perwk 
1 bdr wk 3+4 
call Richard Dooley 
dickdooley@hotmail.com 
US 267-240-5116 after 2-1 

198535 

FOR RENT 

Casa del Mar 

week 11 Mar. 16-23 Rm1216 

Call 587-1234 

E-mail: pelapierre@aol.com 

198548 

Salon /Special 

Massage (50 min) $45 
Manic & Pedicure $35 
Relax massage (50 min) $45 
Facial $45 

and much more... posibility to pick 
up!! 

Call now 583-7338/737-1408 

198720 

FOR RENT 

Renaissance Ocean Suites 

weeks 4+5, ocean pool view 
contact: 583-6000 Rm 2527 
Afte Feb. 9 contact US 
(207) 723-9581 

_198550 

FOR SALE 

Riu Timeshare 

weeks 1 &3 2 bedroom 2 bath, 
kitchen balcony ocean front 21 
year remaining $23,000 each 
week 30 1 bedr $4,900 
or rent $1390 
Aruba cell. 566-7433 
US 336-953-2913 


Christmas & New Year 
weeks 2013 

2 x one bedroom timeshare suite 
for rent in Aruba for wk 51 and wk 
52 for 2013 
contact: 

execsun2000@yahoo.com 

_ 198169 

FOR SALE 
Timeshare for sale 

2 wks at the Marriott Aruba Surf 
Club 2 Br / 2 B lock out unit 
Platinum time -ocean view 
NDZ1543@verison.net 
732-6687448 (US) 

_ 19799 6 

FOR SALE 

Renaissance Aruba Beach 
Resort 

wk 2 unit 2309 
wk 4 unit 2343 

both with pool and ocean views 
(508) 224-7575 (USA) 
e-mail: odomirok@msn.com 

198397 

FOR SALE 

Paradise Beach Villas 

weeks 5,6,7,8 & 9 
1st floor pool side 
8500 per wk 

USA Dorothy 623 933 7554 
or barry 360 546 0788 

198526 

FOR SALE 

Condo in Gold Coast 

Every thing’s included in this 2 br 
2 Vz bath unit check it out now at 
www.arubarental.info 
or call 562-0735 free pick up 

198542 

FOR SALE 
Casa del Mar 

Rm 1111 Presidential Suite 
wk 1+2 $17,000 per week 
contact (Aruba) 560-1288 
until 2/1/13 
(USA) 203-483-5700 
E-mail: costelli@snet.net 

_198362 

TIMESHARES FOR SALE 

La Cabana weeks 4,5, Stu 341B, 
Fri checkin. Ocean/beach view 
Call room or 

hscolonis@sbcglobal.net. 

$9500 per week 

198722 

CASA DEL MAR 

$5,500.00 for 2 weeks!! 

2013 fees already paid ocean front 
Resort weeks 37+38 
Ambassador Suites 
1 bdr sleeps 4 

contact: tkseabreeze@gmail.com 
or 724-698-7771 

198530 



Violence Against Women 


198391 


198510 




ON DUTY 

6 February 

Dr. Anthony 


Police 

100 

Fire Dept. 

115 

Fire Dept. II 

582-1108 

Police Tipline 

11141 

Hospital 

527-4000 

Oranjestad 

Ambulance 

582-1234 

Police 

582-4000 

San Nicolas 

Ambulance 

584-5050 

Police Station 

584-5000 

BGD San Nicolas 

584-1606 

Valero Security 

584-1720 

Services 

Information 

118 

Setar 

582-5151 

Taxi 

582-2116 

Taxi- Tas 

587-5900 

Profesional Taxi 

588-0035 

Taxi D.T.S. 

587-2300 

Service Aruba 

583-3232 

CRUISE SHIP 


Pharmacy on duty 

ORANJESTAD: 


Botica Sta. Anna Tel: 586-8181 


SAN NICOLAAS: 


Botica San Lucas Tel: 584-5119 


Police 

Police 581-1100 

Oranjestad 582-4000 

Noord 587-0009 

Sta. Cruz 585-4710 

Savaneta 584-7000 

San Nicolas 584-5000 



Emergency 

Numbers 



Emergency 


911 


dies'* 



Feb. 6 Ryndam 
Caribbean Princess 
Freewinds / Westerdam 


Aruba Airport 
American Airlines 
Avianca 
Dutch Antilles 
Insel Air 
Jet Blue 
Spirit Airlines 
Suriname Airways 
Tiara Air 
Venezolana 


Tel:524-2424 
Tel: 582-2700 
Tel: 588-0059 
Tel: 588-1900 
Tel: 588-9314 
Tel: 588-2244 
Tel: 582-7117 
Tel: 582-7896 
Tel: 588-4272 
Tel: 583-7674 


Foundation 
Fellowship Clinic 

Tel: 584-6440 

Alcoholism & Drug Addiction, 
Anonymity guaranteed 

Foundation Anti-Droga 
Aruba 

(FADA) Tel: 583-2999 

Foundation 

Respetami 

Tel: 582-4433 

Diabetic Foundation 
Arubano 

Tel: 583-3808 

Narcotics Anonymous 

Tel: 583-8989 

Foundation Amor 
pa Prohimo 

Tel: 583-3354 / 586-6976 

Women in Difficulties 
Foundation 

Tel: 583-5400 
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My Genie Real Estate 
Aruba 

Timeshare and Condo’s Resales 

from owners 

Marriott Surf Club and Ocean Club 

1,2 and 3 bedroom any season, any 
location, AT Tremendous prices 


Occidental Grand 

optional all inclusive and mandatory 
all inclusive 

Jr Suites., 1 br, 2 br and 3 br any 
season, any location, at tremendous 
price! 


La Cabana Beach and Raquet 
Club 

1 bdr wk 4 Room #242C (sat) pool 
ocean view $95 

Studio wk 7 Room #431B (thu) ocean 
view $8500 

Studio wk 8 Room #107B (fri) grand 
floor $7500 


Amsterdam Manor 

2 bdr wk 1 true 52 (all 52 weeks) Room 
#213 ocean view on Eagle Beach 
$350,000 


Oceania Condos 

3 bdr, 2 y 2 bath 4th floor view or both 
sides of the Island view price: 
$750,000 


Palma Real 

3 bdr, 3 bath full airco, and furnished 
security gate with a car 2 pools 
price: $270,000 


Divi Links (Golf) 

1 bdr, wk 4 Room #2360 35 weeks 

remain nice view $8000 

Studio wk 4 Room #2359 35 weeks 

remain nice view $7000 

1 br wk 7+8 room #4226 33 weeks 

remain $8500 each 

Studio wk 6,7,8 room #4225 33 weeks 

remain $7500 each 


Renaissance Suites 

1 bdr, wk 5 Room #2315 pool/ ocean 
view $10,000 

1 br wk 8 Room # 2303 pool/ ocean 
view $10,000 


Paradise Beach Villas 

2 bdr, wk 8 Room #128 ocean front 
Eagle Beach view $20,000 


Casa del Mar 

2 bdr, wk 5 Room #2501 pool/ ocean 
view $25,000 


Experience FREE LISTINGS! 
26 yrs of for more info: 562-0712 
johnnypasch@gmail.com 
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Loved Bug: Some insects make good pets 


LINDA LOMBARDI 
Associated Press 

Children are fascinated 
by insects, but many of 
us eventually grow out of 
wanting to catch a firefly 
and keep it in a jar. For the 
people who never lose that 
urge, though, it can lead 
in directions that might be 
surprising. 

“Roaches actually make 
really good pets,” says 
Scott Martin of Rockville, 
Maryland. 

Used to skeptics, enthusi¬ 
asts will explain that not all 
cockroaches are created 
equal. 



This undated photo provided by Orin McMonigle shows 
Gwynevere McMonigle with Dr. Phil, her pet hissing cockroach, 
Gromphadorhina portentosa. Associated Press 



This undated photo provided by Orin McMonigle shows pet 
cockroaches that are live bearing (do not lay eggs) such as 
these roly poly cockroaches from Japan seen protecting their 
young. Associated Press 


Orin McMonigle is author of 
more than a dozen books 
on keeping pet insects, 
produces a magazine for 
hobbyists and even has a 
species of roach named 
after him. He doesn’t like 
vermin scurrying about his 
kitchen any more than you 
do. 

“I do not like pest cock¬ 
roaches, I do not like mos¬ 
quitoes, I do not like lice, I 
do not like German cock¬ 
roaches. I just like the neat 
ones,” says McMonigle, 
who in fact used to be a 


FOR SALE 

On behalf of Owner 
Divi Links Week 6 

Large Studio unit #2256 2nd floor: 
Birdie x bldg ocean view & 9th hole 
of Golf Course. 

Next to Infinity Pool. 

The unit has a washer, dryer, 
dishwasher & whirlpool tub. 

35 years left on contract 10 
accelerated weeks 
Price $10,000.00 
Call 737-3000 
ITR Realty Inc 
itraruba@gmail.com 


licensed pest control op¬ 
erator. “By knowing the dif¬ 
ference, I'm able to appre¬ 
ciate the neat ones." 

The most common pet 
roach is the hissing cock¬ 
roach, 2 to 3 inches (5 to 
7.6 centimeters) long. Its 
name comes from the 
sound it makes when dis¬ 
turbed, although it may 
lose that habit when it gets 
used to being handled. 
Hissers make a good dis¬ 
play not only due to their 
size, but also because they 
don't instinctively hide. 

If one were to escape, Mc¬ 
Monigle says, the only dan¬ 
ger would be to the insect 
itself. Hissing cockroaches 
can’t survive on their own 
in the typical home, where 
the temperature and hu¬ 
midity are unsuitable and 
they can't find food. 

“If you let a thousand hissers 
loose in your house, they’re 
not going to do anything,” 
he says. “There's over 4,000 
species of roaches, and 
only about 25 are classified 


as pests, and only five of 
those are any good at it.” 
A parallel might be to an 
escape by guinea pigs, he 
says: Just because they’re 
related to mice doesn’t 
mean they can take up 
residence in your walls and 
start breeding. 

Hissers aren't the only 
roaches kept by hobbyists, 
and McMonigle says there 
are even species that only 
exist in captivity. One mu¬ 
tation with white eyes, orig¬ 
inally discovered in a deep 
coal mine, has been bred 
since the 1940s. Another 
species that was found 
only around a cave that 
was destroyed by mining is 
extinct in the wild. 

If you're still not convinced 
about roaches, McMonigle 
notes that their closest rela¬ 
tive is an insect that many 
people love: the praying 
mantis. 

Yen Saw of Katy, Texas, has 
been keeping mantises for 
nearly 10 years, since his 
son got interested in them. 
“But then he conveniently 
left the hard work to me 
and I got hooked,” Saw 
says. 

With insects, you can 
breed many generations in 
a limited space and over a 
short time. And unlike more 
conventional pets, they 
don’t just get larger as they 
grow, but metamorphose 
through several different 
forms. 

“I love the process of see¬ 
ing them growing,” says 
Saw. 

Owners of some kinds of 
insects can also observe 
a natural behavior that 
might be too gruesome 
with other pets: predation. 


Insect keepers typically 
raise insects to feed their 
insects — in fact, Martin 
started out keeping spi¬ 
ders and raising roaches 
as food, before getting in¬ 
terested in the roaches for 
their own sake. 

Mantises, despite their 
charm, are hunters, and 
have no mercy even on 
their own relatives. When 
asked how many man¬ 
tises he has right now. Saw 
laughs and says, “The num¬ 
ber keeps changing be¬ 
cause praying mantises, as 
you know, they eat each 
other.” 

Since hundreds hatch at 
a time, this behavior helps 
keep the size of a collec¬ 
tion manageable. It's also 
one of the insect's claims 
to fame: The female has a 
habit of eating the male's 
head after mating, al¬ 
though the frequency 
of that has been exag¬ 
gerated, Saw says. He’s 
watched mantises breed 
many times, and says, “The 
males are really careful try¬ 
ing not to lose their heads.” 
And in captivity, the risk 
can be minimized simply 
by feeding the female first, 
so she's not hungry. 

If you doubt how devoted 
a person can be to what 
others consider creepy 
and crawly, here’s one last 
fact about Saw: When he 
started to develop allergy 
symptoms and his doctor 
diagnosed an allergy to 
roaches, he realized that 
also meant he was allergic 
to his pet mantises. “It was 
devastating for me," he 
said. 

But that didn’t stop him. 
Now, he says, “when I go 
into my insect room, I have 
to wear a mask and gloves. 
But I love my hobby so I’ll 
do whatever I have to. 


ARUBA 



Dl NOS E TA! 













































PEOPLE & ARTS I * 29 


WEDNESDAY 6 FEBRUARY 



In a Monday, Sept. 3, 2012 file photo, actor Kiefer Sutherland 
speaks during a press conference on his TV drama “Touch” in 
Tokyo. 

Associated Press 


Kiefer Sutherland honored 
by Harvard theater group 


CAMBRIDGE, Massachu¬ 
setts (AP) — Golden Globe¬ 
winning actor Kiefer Suther¬ 
land has been named Man 
of the Year by Harvard Uni¬ 
versity’s Hasty Pudding The¬ 
atricals. 

Sutherland will be roasted 
and receive his ceremonial 
pudding pot at a ceremo¬ 
ny scheduled for Friday. 

The 46-year-old Sutherland 
has been in dozens of films 
but is perhaps best known 
for his role as Jack Bauer 
in the television series “24,” 
for which he won Gold¬ 


en Globe and Primetime 
Emmy awards. He is cur¬ 
rently starring in the televi¬ 
sion show “Touch.” 

Last year’s Man of the Year 
was Jason Segel. 

The 2013 Woman of the 
Year, Marion Cotillard, was 
honored last week. 

Hasty Pudding Theatricals is 
the nation's oldest under¬ 
graduate drama troupe. 
The awards are presented 
annually to performers who 
have made a lasting and 
impressive contribution to 
entertainment. □ 


Picasso portrait fetches 
near $45M at auction 


LONDON (AP) — A Picasso 
painting of his muse has 
fetched 28.6 million pounds 
($44.9 million) at a London 
auction. 

The 1932 work, “Femme 
Assise Pres d'une Fenetre 
(Woman Sitting Near a 
Window),” is a portrait of 
the artist’s “golden muse," 
Marie-Therese Walter. 
Picasso first met his muse in 
Paris in 1927, when she was 
17 years old, and the pair 
subsequently became lov¬ 
ers. 

Helena Newman, who 


heads Sotheby’s Impres¬ 
sionist and Modern Art de¬ 
partment in Europe, called 
the painting a “stunning 
and monumental portrait” 
from one of the most cele¬ 
brated periods in Picasso's 
life. 

She added Tuesday that 
there has been a strong 
market for Picasso's por¬ 
traits of Walter among col¬ 
lectors in recent years. An¬ 
other portrait, “La Lecture,” 
sold for 25 million pounds 
in 2011, double its pre-sale 
estimate. □ 
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Connecticut school kids to 
be on Grammy preshow 



Jennifer Hudson, center, sings “God Bless America” before the NFL Super Bowl XLVII football game 
between the San Francisco 49ers and the Baltimore Ravens, Sunday, Feb. 3, 2013, in New Orleans. 

Associated Press 


PAT EATON-ROBB 
Associated Press 

A group of children from the 
Connecticut town where a 
horrific school shooting oc¬ 
curred are preparing for 
a live appearance during 
the preshow broadcast for 
Sunday’s Grammy Awards. 
American Idol host Ryan 
Seacrest will be flying a 
crew to Connecticut and 
plans to interview the chil¬ 
dren via satellite during 
the El’s “Live From the Red 
Carpet” preshow, said Tim 
Hayes, who co-produced 
a recording by the children 
of “Over the Rainbow." 

The children also will be 
singing Carly Rae Jepson's 
hit song, “Call Me Maybe,” 
he said. 

The group of 21 kids, some 
of whom attend Sandy 
Hook Elementary School in 
Newtown, where 20 chil¬ 
dren and six adults were 
gunned down, recorded 
“Over the Rainbow” last 
month with singer-songwrit¬ 
er Ingrid Michaelson. 
Sabrina Post, who runs a 


performing arts school in 
Newtown and directs the 
group, said the kids want¬ 
ed to do something with 
their talent to honor their 
friends and neighbors who 
died in the Dec. 14 massa¬ 
cre at the school, and help 
the community heal. 

“This opportunity to do 
something positive lets the 
kids know that although a 
lot of things happen in our 
world that are not pleas¬ 
ant, like this that happened 
with us in Newtown, there 
are many giving people 
and wonderful things that 
can come out of life, so 
don't get discouraged,” 
she said. “It teaches them 
to use their gifts to work 
through things." 

The children also have sung 
the song on ABC’s Good 
Morning America and at 
a benefit concert that fea¬ 
tured artists such as Paul 
Simon and Johnny Win¬ 
ter. Some of them are also 
appearing on Katie Cou- 
ric's syndicated show this 
month, Hayes said. 


He said they have no plans 
to record anything else, or 
have the kids make any 
more public appearances. 
Copies of their version of 
“Over the Rainbow” are 
being sold on Amazon and 
iTunes. 

The proceeds from the 
download of the single 
benefit the United Way 
of Western Connecticut 
and the Newtown Youth 
Academy. The nonprofit 
sports center opened free 
programs to Newtown chil¬ 
dren after the shooting and 
hopes to expand free pro¬ 
gramming. 

The Grammy performance 
follows Sunday’s appear¬ 
ance by another group of 
Newtown children at the 
Super Bowl. 

Jennifer Hudson joined a 
chorus from Sandy Hook 
Elementary School to sing 
“America the Beautiful” 
before the game. The 
emotional performance 
had some players on the 
sideline on the verge of 
tears..□ 
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Stage musical 
around Gloria 


planned 

Estefan 


In this publicity photo released by Lucasfilm Ltd., actor Jake 
Lloyd portrays Anakin Skywalker, a young Darth Vader, in “Star 
Wars: Episode I, The Phantom Menace.” 

Associated Press 

Disney working on stand¬ 
alone ‘Star Wars’ films 



The Nov. 18, 2012 file photo shows singer Gloria Estefan, left, 
and Emilio Estefan, Jr. at the 40th Anniversary American Music 
Awards in Los Angeles. 

Associated Press 


LOS ANGELES (AP) — Dis¬ 
ney is mining The Force for 
even more new films. 

Walt Disney Co. CEO Bob 
Iger said Tuesday that 
screenwriters Larry Kasdan 
and Simon Kinberg are 
working on stand-alone 
“Star Wars” movies that 
aren’t part of the new tril¬ 
ogy that's in the works. 
“There has been specula¬ 
tion about some stand¬ 
alone films that have been 
in development, and I can 
confirm to you today that 
in fact we are working on a 
few stand-alone films," Iger 
told CNBC. 

Iger said the movies would 


NEW YORK (AP) — Judy 
Greer is the latest celebrity 
with some funny stories to 
tell. 

Doubleday announced 
Tuesday that it would pub¬ 
lish Greer’s 

humorous essay collec¬ 
tion “I Don't Know What 
You Know Me From: Con¬ 
fessions of a Co-Star.” The 
book is scheduled to be re¬ 
leased in 2014. 


be based on “great ‘Star 
Wars' characters that are 
not part of the overall 
saga.” The films would be 
released during the six-year 
period of the new trilogy, 
which starts in 2015 with 
“Star Wars: Episode VII." 
Disney confirmed last 
month that “Star Trek" di¬ 
rector J.J. Abrams will di¬ 
rect the seventh installment 
of the “Star Wars” saga. 
Disney bought “Star Wars” 
maker Lucasfilm last year 
for more than $4 billion. 

The last “Star Wars” trilogy, 
a prequel to the original 
films, was released from 
1999 to 20050 


The 37-year-old Greer is 
known for her work on the 
television series “Arrested 
Development” and “Two 
and a Half Men” and on 
such films as “The Descen¬ 
dants” and “13 Going On 
30.” 

News of her deal follows 
last week’s announcement 
that Amy Poehler is work¬ 
ing on a book with Harper- 
Collins' It Books imprint.O 


MARK KENNEDY 
AP Drama Writer 
NEW YORK (AP) — Gloria 
Estefan and her husband 
Emilio are hoping the 
rhythm is going to lead to 
Broadway. 

The duo on Tuesday an¬ 
nounced that they’ve 
teamed up with the Neder- 
lander Organization to try 
to create a musical based 
on their lives and take it to 
the Great White Way. 

“We are very excited to 


share this story, which is 
based on hope, determi¬ 
nation and the belief that 
with hard work and pas¬ 
sion, our dreams can be¬ 
come our reality. Our mu¬ 
sic has been a true reflec¬ 
tion of who we are, where 
we came from and the 
journey that has brought 
us to where we are today,” 
Gloria and Emilio Estefan 
said in a statement. 

The Nederlander Organiza¬ 
tion will be producing the 


new show in partnership 
with Bernie Yuman, who 
produced and managed 
Siegfried & Roy's show in 
Las Vegas. The show is still 
in its embryonic form and 
has no writer, director or 
creative team yet. 

The Estefans were both 
born in Cuba and together 
became musical luminar¬ 
ies in Spanish and English, 
winning Grammy Awards 
and fans across the U.S. 
with crossover hits like 
“The Rhythm is Going To 
Get You,” ‘’Conga” and 
“Words Get in the Way,” in 
addition to helping the ca¬ 
reers of other artists includ¬ 
ing Shakira, Ricky Martin, 
Jennifer Lopez, Marc An¬ 
thony and Jon Secada. 
Their lives certainly are the 
stuff of drama. At age 14, 
Emilio Estefan fled Fidel 
Castro's Cuba to Spain 
and later Miami. He en¬ 
rolled in night school, work¬ 
ing by day in a mailroom, 
determined to bring his 
mother and brother here, 
and he eventually suc¬ 
ceeded. He persuaded 
an uncle to lend him mon¬ 
ey for an accordion and 
formed a band, playing 
traditional Cuban tunes 
at local fiestas. Soon, the 
group added a shy but 
charismatic singer named 
Gloria who would steal the 
heart of Estefan and audi¬ 
ences worldwide as part 
of the Miami Sound Ma¬ 
chine. The couple would 
go on to have two children 
and a more than 30-year 
professional and personal 
partnership. The couple 
launched the Bongos Cu¬ 
ban Cafe chain and are 
part owners of the Miami 
Dolphins. Frustrated with 
the limited attention given 
to Latin music at the Gram- 
mys, they pushed fora sep¬ 
arate show dedicated to 
the broad breadth of Span¬ 
ish and Portuguese music 
with the Latin Grammys“l 
am thrilled to collaborate 
with Gloria and Emilio to 
see their amazing story 
come to fruition on the 
Broadway stage," Jimmy 
Nederlander, president of 
the Nederlander Organiza¬ 
tion, said in a statement^ 


Actress Judy Greer planning 
2014 essay collection 
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Friends Of Fraud 



Virtual Middle Class Rising 


PAUL KRUGMAN 
© 2013 New York Times 

Like many advocates of financial 
reform, I was a bit disappointed 
in the bill that finally emerged. 
Dodd-Frank gave regulators the 
power to rein in many financial 
excesses; but it was and is less 
clear that future regulators will 
use that power. As history shows, 
the financial industry’s wealth 
and influence can all too eas¬ 
ily turn those who are supposed 
to serve as watchdogs into lap 
dogs instead. 

There was, however, one piece 
of the reform that was a shining 
example of how to do it right: 
the creation of a Consumer Fi¬ 
nancial Protection Bureau, a 
stand-alone agency with its own 
funding, charged with protect¬ 
ing consumers against finan¬ 
cial fraud and abuse. And sure 
enough, Senate Republicans are 
going all out in an attempt to kill 
that bureau. 

Why is consumer financial pro¬ 
tection necessary? Because 
fraud and abuse happen. 

Don’t say that educated and in¬ 
formed consumers can take care 
of themselves. For one thing, not 
all consumers are educated and 
informed. 

Edward Gramlich, the Federal 
Reserve official who warned in 
vain about the dangers of sub¬ 
prime, famously asked, “Why are 
the most risky loan products sold 
to the least sophisticated bor¬ 
rowers?” He went on, “The ques¬ 
tion answers itself - the least so¬ 
phisticated borrowers are prob¬ 
ably duped into taking these 
products.” 

And even well-educated adults 
can have a hard time under¬ 
standing the risks and payoffs 
associated with financial deals 
- a fact of which shady opera¬ 
tors are all too aware. To take an 
area in which the bureau has al¬ 
ready done excellent work, how 
many of us know what’s actually 
in our credit-card contracts? 
Now, you might be tempted 
to say that while we need pro¬ 
tection against financial fraud, 
there’s no need to create an¬ 
other bureaucracy. 

Why not leave it up to the reg¬ 
ulators we already have? The 
answer is that existing regula¬ 
tory agencies are basically 
concerned with bolstering the 
banks; as a practical, cultural 
matter they will always put con¬ 
sumer protection on the back 
burner - just as they did when 
they ignored Gramlich’s warn¬ 
ings about subprime. 

So the consumer protection bu¬ 
reau serves a vital function. But 


as I said, Senate Republicans are 
trying to kill it. 

How can they do that, when 
the reform is already law and 
Democrats hold a Senate major¬ 
ity? Here as elsewhere, they’re 
turning to extortion - threaten¬ 
ing to filibuster the appointment 
of Richard Cordray, the bureau’s 
acting head, and thereby leave 
the bureau unable to function. 
Cordray, whose work has drawn 
praise even from the bankers, is 
clearly not the issue. 

Instead, it’s an open attempt to 
use raw obstructionism to over¬ 
turn the law. 

What Republicans are demand¬ 
ing, basically, is that the protec¬ 
tion bureau lose its indepen¬ 
dence. 

They want its actions subjected 
to a veto by other, bank-cen¬ 
tered financial regulators, en¬ 
suring that consumers will once 
again be neglected, and they 
also want to take away its guar¬ 
anteed funding, opening it to 
interest-group pressure. These 
changes would make the agen¬ 
cy more or less worthless - but 
that, of course, is the point. 

How can the GOP be so deter¬ 
mined to make America safe 
for financial fraud, with the 2008 
crisis still so fresh in our memory? 
In part it’s because Republicans 
are deep in denial about what 
actually happened to our fi¬ 
nancial system and economy. 
On the right, it’s now complete 
orthodoxy that do-gooder liber¬ 
als, especially former Rep. Bar¬ 
ney Frank, somehow caused 
the financial disaster by forcing 
helpless bankers to lend to Those 
People. 

In reality, this is a nonsense story 
that has been extensively re¬ 
futed; I’ve always been struck 
in particular by the notion that a 
congressional Democrat, hold¬ 
ing office at a time when Repub¬ 
licans ruled the House with an 
iron first, somehow had the mys¬ 
tical power to distort our whole 
banking system. 

But it’s a story conservatives 
much prefer to the awkward re¬ 
ality that their faith in the perfec¬ 
tion of free markets was proved 
false. 

And as always, you should fol¬ 
low the money. Historically, the 
financial sector has given a lot of 
money to both parties, with only 
a modest Republican lean. In the 
last election, however, it went all 
in for Republicans, giving them 
more than twice as much as it 
gave to Democrats (and favor¬ 
ing Mitt Romney over the presi¬ 
dent almost three to one). All this 
money wasn’t enough to buy an 
election - but it was, arguably, 
enough to buy a major political 
party. 

Right now, all the media focus is 
on the obvious hot issues - immi¬ 
gration, guns, the sequester, and 
so on. 

But let’s try not to let this one 
fall through the cracks: just four 
years after runaway bankers 
brought the world economy to 
its knees. Senate Republicans 
are using every means at their 
disposal, violating all the usual 
norms of politics in the process, in 
an attempt to give the bankers a 
chance to do it all over again. □ 
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NEW DELHI - I encountered 
something on this trip to India 
that I had never met before: a 
whole new political community 
- India’s “virtual middle class.” Its 
emergence explains a lot about 
the rise of social protests here, as 
well as in places like China and 
Egypt. It is one of the most ex¬ 
citing things happening on the 
planet. Historically, we have as¬ 
sociated democratic revolutions 
with rising middle classes achiev¬ 
ing certain levels of per capita 
annual income - say, $10,000 - 
so people can worry less about 
basic food and housing and 
more about being treated as citi¬ 
zens with rights and with a voice 
in their own futures. But here’s 
what’s fascinating: The massive 
diffusion of powerful, cheap 
computing power via cellphones 
and tablets over the last decade 
has dramatically lowered the 
costs of connectivity and edu¬ 
cation - so much so that many 
more people in India, China and 
Egypt, even though they’re still 
just earning a few dollars a day, 
now have access to the kind of 
technologies and learning previ¬ 
ously associated solely with the 
middle class. 

That’s why India today has a 
300-million-person middle class 
and another 300-million-person 
virtual middle class, who, though 
still very poor, are increasingly 
demanding the rights, roads, 
electricity, uncorrupted police 
and good governance normally 
associated with rising middle 
classes. This is putting more pres¬ 
sure than ever on India’s elected 
politicians to get their gover¬ 
nance act together. 


“Thanks to technology and the 
spread of education, more and 
more people are being empow¬ 
ered at lower and lower levels 
of income than ever before, so 
they think and act as if they were 
in the middle class, demanding 
human security and dignity and 
citizens’ rights,” explained Khalid 
Malik, the director of the U.N.’s 
Human Development Report 
Office and author of the book 
“Why Has China Grown So Fast 
for So Long?” “This is a tectonic 
shift. The Industrial Revolution was 
a 10-million-person story. This is a 
couple-of-billion-person story.” 
And it’s not just driven by the 900 
million cellphones in use in India 
today or the 400 million bloggers 
in China. The U.S. Agency for In¬ 
ternational Development office 
here in New Delhi connected me 
with a group of Indian social en¬ 
trepreneurs the U.S. is supporting, 
and the power of the tools they 
are putting in the hands of India’s 
virtual middle class at low prices 
is jaw-dropping. Gram Power is 
creating smart microgrids and 
smart meters to provide reliable, 
scalable power for Indian rural 
areas, where 600 million Indians 
do not have regular (or any) 
electricity with which to work, 
read and learn. For 20 cents a 
day, Gram Power offers villagers 
a prepaid electricity card that 
can power all their home appli¬ 
ances. Healthpoint Services is 
providing safe drinking water for 
a family of six for 5 cents a day 
and telemedicine consultations 
for 20 cents a visit. VisionSpring 
is now distributing examinations 
and eyeglasses to India’s poor 
for $2 to $3 each. The Institute 
for Reproductive Health is alert¬ 
ing women of their fertile days 
each month with text messages, 
indicating when unprotected sex 
should be avoided to prevent un¬ 
wanted pregnancies. And Digital 
Green is providing low-cost com¬ 
munications systems for Indian 
farmers and women’s groups to 
show each their best practices 
through digital films projected on 
a dirt floor. 

These technologies still need 
scale, but they are on their way. 
And they are enabling millions 
more Indians to at least feel as if 


they are middle class and the po¬ 
litical empowerment that goes 
with that, says Nayan Chanda, 
who runs the YaleGlobal Online 
Magazine and is co-editor of “A 
World Connected: Globalization 
in the 21st Century.” 

In December, a 23-year-old In¬ 
dian woman - whose father 
worked double shifts as an airport 
baggage handler, making about 
$200 a month so his daughter 
could go to school to become 
a physiotherapist - was gang- 
raped on a bus after she and a 
male friend had gone to movie. 
She later died from injuries sus¬ 
tained in the rape. 

She was a high-aspiring member 
of this new virtual Indian middle 
class, and her brutal rape and 
subsequent death triggered na¬ 
tionwide protests for better gov¬ 
ernance. 

“It is one of those turning points 
in history when a citizenry, so far 
pleased with economic gain, 
wants more than material com¬ 
fort,” said Chanda. “They want 
recognition of their rights; they 
want quality of life and, most im¬ 
portantly, the good governance 
they have come to expect by 
watching the world.” 

Ditto China. In December, noted 
Chanda, “when a Chinese cen¬ 
sor in Guangzhou committed 
the unprecedented intrusion by 
physically entering the premises 
of Southern Weekend paper and 
rewriting their New Year editorial 
- turning a critical one into a pan¬ 
egyric of the Communist Party - 
Chinese journalists exploded. For 
the first time in history, they pub¬ 
licly demanded the resignation 
of the censor and China’s Twitter, 
Weibo, lit up with anger.” 

And, of course, the Arab Awak¬ 
ening was triggered, not by 
middle-class college students, 
but by an aspiring-to-be-in-the- 
middle-class Tunisian vegetable 
seller who was abused by corrupt 
police. Leaders beware: Your 
people don’t need to be in the 
middle class anymore, in eco¬ 
nomic terms, to have the edu¬ 
cation, tools and mindset of the 
middle class - to feel entitled to 
a two-way conversation and to 
be treated like citizens with real 
rights and decent governance.□ 
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Louis Vuitton’s Damier: 

From the hand of the master to 
the future, the story continues... 


ORANJESTAD - After revolu¬ 
tionizing the history of lug¬ 
gage by creating the very 
first flat trunk covered in 
sturdy, lightweight Trianon 
grey canvas in 1854, and 
then launching a canvas 
with red vertical stripes in 
1872, which would be fol¬ 
lowed four years later by 
a version composed of a 
beige monochrome de¬ 
sign, in 1888 Louis Vuitton 


gave birth to the Damier 
canvas, the fruit of his 
imagination and that of his 
son Georges. 

With his help, Louis Vuitton 
finally chose a pattern al¬ 
ternating small brown and 
beige squares: the Damier 
canvas was born. It inter¬ 
crossed the light and dark 
vertical bands that formed 
the beige monochrome 
palette of the canvas cov¬ 
ering the Maison’s trunks 
up to this point. 

This new design sealed the 


Maison’s image, with no 
room for counterfeiting. 
Whereas Louis Vuitton had 
not previously patented 
his inventions, the motif 
featured the inscription 
“Marque L. Vuitton depo- 
see” (“L. Vuitton registered 
trademark”) for the first 
time. 

This Damier canvas would 
also be the last creation 
that history would attri¬ 


bute to Louis Vuitton, the 
founder. It would be offi¬ 
cially presented in 1889 at 
the World's Fair in Paris. This 
marked the beginning of 
the long story of the iconic 
Louis Vuitton Damier. 

After making way for just 
under a century for the 
Monogram canvas, which 
would singlehandedly fly 
the Maison's flag around 
the world as of 1896, it was 
only in 1996 that the Dami¬ 
er canvas - over a century 
old at the time - was rer¬ 


eleased in its original tones 
and renamed DamierE¬ 
bene. It was once again 
an instant success. 

In 2006, the Damier took 
on a feminine form and 
became Azur. A range of 
colours that evokes the 
glamour of the French Riv¬ 
iera, classic yet contempo¬ 
rary, casual and carefree, 
reflecting both a new style 
and a new more feminine 
feel. 

In 2008, the Damier Canvas 
celebrated its 120th birth¬ 
day. The DamierEbene and 
DamierAzur were joined by 
a new masculine version: 
Damier Graphite. Revis¬ 
ited in black and anthra¬ 
cite, the Damier became 
undeniably urban. Damier 
Graphite is the first Louis 
Vuitton line solely dedi¬ 
cated to men. Adorned in 
smooth black leather and 
polished palladium hard¬ 
ware, the historic motif 
adopts an urban look that 
is stylish, streamlined, mod¬ 
ern and cosmopolitan. 

One hundred twenty-five 
years after its creation, in 
2011 the Damier canvas 
was revealed in a sophis¬ 
ticated masculine ver¬ 
sion in supple embossed 
leather. Initially revealed in 
flamboyant red, grey and 
onyx black at the AW 2011 
menswear show, Damier- 
Infini is being enriched in 
2013 with an intense dark 
brown and a sunshine yel¬ 
low shade. 

In 2012, Louis Vuitton linked 
it to the world of sailing 
with the creation of a 
casual version in sturdy, 
lightweight nylon - Dami- 
erAventure, and another 
more technical model in 
water-resistant nylon for 
more difficult conditions - 
Damier Challenge. 

The Maison's iconic signa¬ 
ture and a limitless ground 
for creative expression, the 
Damier never ceases to of¬ 
fer surprises and reinvent it¬ 
self. For summer 2013, new 
fluorescent Damierlnfini, 
DamierEbene with a co¬ 
loured interior and Damier 
Challenge models marked 
the runway show, bringing 
a new unmistakably fash¬ 




ion-forward direction. 

The Damier story contin¬ 
ues... 

The Louis Vuitton boutique 
at Aruba’s Renaissance 


Mall features different Da- 
mier design accessories 
for him and her, celebrat¬ 
ing the Maison’s iconic sig¬ 
nature in different colors 
and combinations.Q 

































